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“HEAR OUR CHATTER! MAP matters!” “Money 
doesn’t grow on trees, sign SB2043!” 
“Rauner, don’t be a downer! Sign SB2043!” 
Chanting slogans loudly, a group of stu-
dents from more than 10 Chicago area 
colleges, including six Columbia students, 
stood outside the Thompson Center, 100 
W. Randolph St., Feb. 16 protesting Illinois’ 
unfulfilled promise of distributing Mone-
tary Award Program grants.
The crowd, estimated at more than 100 
students, some of them holding signs saying, 
“I am MAP,” and “Hear me. Fund Me,” gath-
ered to demand Gov. Bruce Rauner sign a bill 
focused on releasing stalled MAP grants. 
The grants are funds that do not have to be 
repaid and are awarded to Illinois residents 
who attend approved Illinois colleges and 
demonstrate financial need. 
Illinois has been operating without a func-
tional budget since July 1, 2015, jeopardizing 
the college education of thousands of stu-
dents across the state, including more than 
1,800 Columbia students who receive the 
grant aid, as reported Oct. 5, 2015, by 
The Chronicle.
The General Assembly passed the bill, 
which has yet to be signed by Rauner who 
has vowed to veto it. 
“[Do] you think you work hard enough? 
Do you deserve this [educational] right? Do 
you deserve this privilege?” cried Amanda 
Hamrick, interactive arts & media junior 
and vice president of  Columbia’s Student 
Government Association, as she stood in 
the middle of the crowd of students with a 
megaphone to voice her opinions.
On Feb. 9, a week before the rally, which was 
attended by students from such other schools 
as DePaul University, Loyola University 
and Dominica University, President and 
CEO Kwang-Wu Kim announced during 
an SGA meeting that the college will 
advance the MAP grant funds in an effort to 
protect students. 
Students stand up, 
demand their MAP
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» LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
COLUMBIA’S ADMINISTRATION AND board of 
trustees say they are making headway on 
delivering on the college’s promise to build 
a fully functional student center capable of 
providing a central location to gather and 
collaborate by the Fall 2018 Semester.
Plans and concepts for the new four-
story student center were presented to the 
college’s Student Government Association 
Feb. 16 by the Chicago-based architecture 
firm Solomon Cordwell Buenz following the 
firm’s 11-week planning process.
The four-story center will be a space 
of “inclusion” for students to “gather, col-
laborate and explore,” according to SCB’s 
program mission statement.
Ted Strand, principal of SCB, praised the 
collegewide involvement in the phase. 
» lauren kostiuk 
CAMPUS EDITOR
“Most of the time, when we go onto a 
campus, [the planning process] is a very 
top-down decision,” Strand said. “That was 
not the case here at Columbia.”
Some highlights of the plan include a 
larger fitness center, a dining hall, var-
ious study rooms and lounge areas, a 
large multipurpose room for events and 
a floor designated for collaboration and 
career support.
“[We needed] to create a space that helped 
advance the experience of being a student 
at Columbia,” said President and CEO 
Kwang-Wu Kim, who was on hand for the 
presentation. “Not just a fun building or 
recreation center, but something unique 
to Columbia.”
Kim said the center will cost an 
estimated $35 million to $45 million, 
which could not possibly be supported 
by the college’s current operating budget. 
Student center envisioned 
as a place of ‘inclusion’
Students Amanda Hamrick (left)and Cameron Hubert (right) represented the college’s Student 
Government Associaton and briefly led the crowd outside the Thompson Center Feb. 16. 
President and CEO Kwang-Wu Kim discussed with the college’s Student Government Association 
his personal vision of the student center, scheduled for completion by the Fall 2018 Semester.
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Columbia students gathered with administrators and repre-sentatives of Solomon Cordwell 
Buenz, the architecture firm that has 
headed the 11-week programming 
process for the college’s upcoming 
student center, for an update on plans 
for the facility at a Feb. 16 Student 
Government Association meeting.
The college community has repeat-
edly expressed a desire that the center 
be a model of “inclusion” that would 
unify Columbia’s highly-fragmented 
campus. SCB’s program mission state-
ment envisions the center as a place 
for students to “gather, collaborate and 
explore,” which expresses what most 
students want.
What some question though, is 
whether the center can truly accom-
modate students of all majors, back-
grounds, housing arrangements and 
disciplines. SCB’s architects indicated 
that the need for collaborative and 
private spaces available to all students 
has been taken under consideration 
throughout the programming phase.
According to the architects, spaces 
are expected to be available for stu-
dent organizations to meet and for 
individual students to have a safe 
environment for studying. Also for 
groups to work on interdisciplinary 
projects.
Whether the student center will 
adequately support commuter stu-
dents by supplying affordable parking 
options, for example, appears to have 
received less attention.
The parking issue illustrates the 
importance of taking the needs of 
particular groups into account, which 
is essential if the center is to truly be 
all-inclusive. The inclusion of gen-
der-neutral restrooms, for example, 
is something that all students can 
benefit from.  It also suggests the 
administration is following through 
on the concerns of transgender and 
gender-queer students across campus, 
voiced last fall when the college rolled 
out its Gender Inclusive Initiative.
Having the facilities ref lect stu-
dents’ needs is essential but the 
looming question is how will the center 
be paid for?
Currently scheduled to be com-
pleted by the Fa ll 2018 Semester, the 
student center will soon progress in 
its planning to the point at which the 
college’s higher-ups will be eva lu-
ating how to effectively fund such a 
hugely important and understandably 
expensive project.
As reported in the article on the 
Front Page, President and CEO 
Kwang-Wu Kim said at the SGA meet-
ing that funding the creation of the stu-
dent center will cost somewhere around 
$35 million to $45 million. 
In the past, we have heard that a 
capital campaign for donations will be 
conducted to finance the center, but no 
details have been shared. 
With excavation underway, the 
Columbia community needs to know 
where the funds will be coming from.
While the need for a center is undeni-
able, its costs should not be assumed in 
whole or in part by students, who already 
face continuously increasing tuition rates. 
The student center will be an exciting 
addition to the college’s campus and will 
undoubtedly change the nature of the 
Columbia experience.  
Much credit is due to President Kim for 
being the president who finally brought 
the college its true student space. 
Nevertheless, the burden should 
be on the administration—not the 
students—to fund a space that most 
currently enrolled students will not 
directly benefit from.
» KYRA SENESE   
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
 ksenese@chroniclemail.com
EDITOR’S NOTE
Student center should be inclusive, 
but not student-funded
» staff
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He said low spring enrollment can 
be caused by low enrollment in the pre-
vious fall semesters, since the only way 
to obtain more students from fall to 
spring is by gaining transfer and new 
freshman students.
The college’s retention rate from Fall 
2015 to Spring 2016 was 89.6 percent, 
which is a slight 1 percent increase from 
the previous year, according to college 
spokeswoman Cara Birch. 
She added that the college’s year-
to-year retention rate, which f luctu-
ates, has been on an upward trajectory 
since 2013 when there was a significant 
jump in retention for freshmen and 
transfer students.
Meece said the Enrollment Management 
Office is developing strategies to improve 
enrollment, such as identifying prospective 
students who would be likely to enroll at 
Columbia earlier on in the recruitment 
process, starting as early as their sopho-
more year of high school. 
The office also aims to improve its cus-
tomer service by being consistent and using 
easy-to-understand academic processes 
for admitted and continuing students. 
WGN Reporter Tonya Francisco says strive for internships » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
» PHOTOS G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
» lauren kostiuk  
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COLUMBIA’S TOTAL ENROLLMENT has dropped 
to 8,100 students, a 9.6 percent decrease of 
861 students from the Fall 2015 Semester 
and a 5.1 percent decline of 433 students 
from the previous spring. 
This is the lowest enrollment the college 
has seen since the early 2000s. It stood at 
9,257 students in 2004, the last year for 
which the data is available. It also continues 
a steady enrollment decline for the college 
since 2010, when it was at 10,972 students.
However, Jeff Meece, who took on the 
position of associate vice president of 
Enrollment Management on July 1, 2015, 
said he expects undergraduate enrollment 
to increase .5 percent to 1 percent for the 
Fall 2016 Semester, equaling about 20 to 
40 additional students.  
According to Meece, the decline in 
enrollment from the Fall 2015 to Spring 
2016 semesters can be attributed to the 507 
graduating students in December, those 
who dropped out because of financial 
constraints and others who transferred to 
other institutions.
“Our goal is to put ourselves in [students’] 
shoes and say how will we make our pro-
cesses easy to understand and make sure 
students understand what to do [when deal-
ing with academic matters],” Meece said. 
The School of Fine & Performing Arts 
experienced the greatest decline from Fall 
2015, having decreased by 11.2 percent, or 
508 students, in undergraduate enrollment. 
Within the school, the Music and Dance 
departments experienced dramatic declines 
in enrollment of more than 17 percent.
Onye Ozuzu, interim dean of the School 
of Fine & Performing Arts, said she feels 
positive about stabilizing the college’s 
enrollment numbers and looks forward to 
doing so by embracing the year-one strate-
gic plan process of focusing on curriculum. 
“I don’t know if there is anything more 
important than [focusing on curriculum] 
at this moment,” Ozuzu said. “[The curric-
ulum] is the heart and soul of what we do 
here, which is the heart and soul of what 
attracts students to our campus.”
 Ozuzu said the college is working to 
open pathways for interdisciplinary work 
between departments, offering thought-
ful combinations of majors and minors 
that would be clearly communicated to 
incoming students.
“We are going to have an unprecedented 
opportunity to really mold curriculum that 
will speak to the interest and the needs 
of the coming generations of students,” 
Ozuzu said.
Despite the overall decline from fall, 
the enrollment in the school’s Theatre 
Department increased 4.6 percent by 35 
students since last spring.
John Green, the chair of the Theatre 
Department, said the department’s growth 
was caused by several factors, including 
its unique concentration in comedy writ-
ing and performance, being located in 
a city with more than 200 theaters and 
having faculty and staff who work in the 
theater community.
“The students who are attracted to our 
programs know they want to be theater 
artists,” Green said. “They are not looking 
for general education, they are looking for 
specific training in the arts.”
In the Fall 2015 Semester, the Theatre 
Department had experienced a 5.8 percent 
increase of 48 students from the last year, 
which Green said was the largest enroll-
ment increase in the department’s history.
The School of Media Arts experienced 
an 8.2 percent decline in enrollment of 275 
undergraduate students from the Fall 2015 
Semester. The Journalism program and the 
Audio Arts & Acoustics Department were 
most affected with decreases of more than 
12 percent.
However, the enrollment in the school’s 
Interactive Arts & Media Department 
increased 1.5 percent, by 5 students, since 
last spring.
The Audio Arts & Acoustics Department 
chair and associate chair could not be made 
available for comment as of press time 
because of scheduling conflicts. 
From the previous spring, the 
Advertising & Public Relations program 
in the School of Media Arts saw a 15.8 
percent decline of 52 students, which 
Suzanne McBride, interim chair for the 
Communication and Media Innovation 
Department, attributes partly to the split-
ting of the Marketing Communications 
Department in the Spring 2014 Semester. 
She said the split might have created some 
issues on how students are categorized and 
counted in the system, adding that some 
students may also be confused about 
what program best fits them. 
McBride said overall she is pleased 
with the enrollment numbers because 
the programs are currently sustainable 
and offer the right balance of hands-on 
experience, class size and feedback 
from instructors. 
Enrollment 
low, despite
retention spike
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Jimmy Chamberlin, CEO of Blue J Strategies and a founder of the Smashing 
Pumpkins’ band, was inducted as a new board of trustees member Feb.4.
THE COLLEGE’S BOARD of trustees 
recently elected two new board 
members with backgrounds in 
music, business, technology and 
investment management.  
Jimmy Chamberlin,  the Grammy 
Award-winning musician and 
founding member and drum-
mer of Smashing Pumpkins and 
CEO of Blue J Strategies, and 
Terry Diamond, partner and 
co-founder of KDWC Ventures, 
were inducted by the board for 
3-year terms, according to a Feb. 
4 board resolution. 
“ We want their time and 
involvement,” said John Gehron, 
chair of the board of trustees’ 
Governance Committee and 
COO of AccuRadio.“We want 
to make sure they speak up and 
bring that expertise and view of 
the world they have to the rest of 
the board.” 
Chamberlin said he accepted 
the board position because the 
college’s programs and teaching 
methodology align with the artistic 
community and differ from other 
universities’ teaching methods.
“Columbia stands on its own 
as far as a great example of how 
to do things right from an artist 
standpoint but also with the view 
of how that art interfaces into a 
career,” Chamberlin said.
Dia mond, whose K DWC 
Ventures is a Chicago-based ven-
ture fund that was established 
last year to focus on investing 
in tech companies, said he could 
contribute to Columbia by drawing 
from his years of experience as an 
investment manager.
“I [have] always respected 
Columbia’s involvement in art and 
in the creative areas of education,” 
Diamond said. “I respected the 
dedication to diversity [the col-
lege] has and the dedication to do 
whatever can be done to help those 
that qualify [for] financial need to 
get a good education.”
Gehron said the members of the 
Governance Committee asked the 
board of trustees to suggest names 
based on considerations including 
diversity, philanthropy, alumni 
relationships, creative industry 
members and technical experience. 
After the nomination, the 
Governance Committee researched 
the candidates, investigated their 
backgrounds and met with them 
personally to discuss their interest 
in the position.  
“They were the ones that we 
were able to meet, have our dis-
cussions with and were ready to 
make the commitment to be board 
members, ” Gehron said. 
President and CEO Kwang-Wu 
Kim said the committee was seek-
ing various skill sets and knowledge 
to strengthen the board. 
Kim recalled the instant con-
nection Chamberlin shared with 
students, based on his professional 
experience as a world-famous rock 
musician, when Chamberlin vis-
ited the campus last November.
“He just inherently gets who 
Columbia is in a way that’s really 
authentic,” Kim said.
The announcement of these 
two new board members comes 
at a time when the college is 
initiating the first-year imple-
mentation of the Strategic 
Plan, a moment that excites 
both Chamberlin and Diamond 
because it gives the board an 
opportunity to enact change 
at the college.
» ANDREA SALCEDO LLAURADO  
CAMPUS REPORTER
Board of trustees gains two new members
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» Courtesy  JIMMY CHAMBERLIN
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s  
Tuesday February 23 
Fernando Jones Blues Jam    7:00 pm 
Wednesday February 24 
Wednesday Noon Guitar Concert Series* 12:00 pm 
 at the Conaway Center 
Thursday February 25 
Student Piano Recital #2 at Sherwood  7:00 pm 
Friday February 26 
Classical Guitarist Ivan Resendiz in Concert 7:00 pm 
 at Sherwood 
* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance credit
The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago 
1014 S. Michigan Avenue
CAMPUS
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BETTY SHIFLETT, A former professor 
emeritus in the Creative Writing 
Department who was widely con-
sidered to have played a key role in 
the creation of what is originally 
known as the Writing/English 
Department, died of respiratory 
failure Feb. 6 at 87.
While known for her writing 
and teaching skills, her son Shawn 
said one of his first memories of his 
mother was  her working on a less-
er-known pursuit: gardening.
Shawn Shiflett, himself an associ-
ate professor in the Creative Writing 
Department, said he used to join his 
mother in her flowerbed, asking her 
questions about the various plants. 
He said his mother’s work with the 
flowers reflected what she brought 
to the classroom.
“It’s how she taught,” Shawn 
Shiflett said. “She treated her plants 
like she treated her students—every 
one got individual care.”
Betty Shiflett has been credited 
with assisting in the implementation 
of the nationally recognized Story 
Workshop teaching method as well 
as the college’s official accreditation.
Betty Shiflett came to the college 
in 1967—she officially retired in 
1994 but continued teaching part 
time—after former president Mike 
Alexandroff invited John Schultz 
to teach at the college. He began the 
program in 1966 and recommended 
Betty Shiflett to teach new courses.
Schultz and Betty Shiflett mar-
ried in 1992 after being together 
since the early ‘70s. As the two began 
working together, Schultz said they 
got along like “gangbusters.”
“She was wonderful in the way 
she could reach out, listen [and] 
come out toward people, particularly 
students or others,” Schultz said. 
Randy Albers, professor emeritus 
in the Creative Writing Department 
who began working with Betty 
Shiflett in 1978, described her as “an 
artistic soul” who had an aptitude for 
writing as well as other art forms.
Her daughter Drew Shiflett, a 
working artist, said her mother 
believed in the arts and was sup-
portive of her three children as they 
all went on to work in artistic fields.
Drew Shiflett described her as 
having a “strong backbone,” and 
“highly-principled and tenacious,” 
which she said were traits her 
mother relied on and developed after 
losing both parents as a teenager.
She was a survivor, but she sur-
vived very well,” Drew Shiflett said. 
“She excelled as a mother, wife, 
teacher and writer, and her writing 
was beautiful. She had such an orig-
inal voice and masterful style.”
Her mother identified just as much 
with being a teacher as she did  being 
a writer, Drew Shiflett said, adding 
that following her mom’s passing, 
many former students attended the 
visitation and discussed the impact 
she had on them.
Donell Bonaparte, a 2010 cre-
ative writing alumnus who took 
Betty Shiflett’s “Advanced Fiction 
Writing” course, said she could 
make students feel as if they were 
the only ones in the classroom. 
Bonaparte added that Betty Shiflett 
had the valued ability to critique 
students without demeaning them.
“She was so tough, but she was 
so tender,” Bonaparte said.
Bonaparte said he learned the 
most from her after graduation when 
he took one of Schultz’s classes, dis-
covering on the first day that Betty 
Shiflett was his classmate.
Bonaparte said he asked her what 
she was doing in the class, and she 
replied with, “I’m here to learn.”
“You never stop sharpening your 
skills,” Bonaparte said. “That was 
the biggest thing I got from her.”
Albers, who said Betty Shiflett 
was at the center of the growth 
of both the department and 
Columbia, added that she and 
Schultz helped set a standard of 
excellence for teachers and stu-
dents  to follow.
“She was a huge force in this 
college in a crucial period of its 
history.... She was very much at 
the heart of what Columbia was for 
many, many years,” Albers said.
» MEGAN BENNETT 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Early college leader recalled 
as ‘tough’ but ‘tender’
6   THE CHRONICLE   FEBRUARY 22, 2016
» Courtesy SHAWN SHIFLETT
mbennett@chroniclemail.com
Betty Shiflett, a retired 
professor in the Creative 
Writing Department 
who began at the 
college in 1967, died 
Feb. 6 at the age of 87.
Dean Steven H. Corey Announces the Spring 2016 LAS Dean’s Lecture: 
 
Waste and Race in American History 
Presented by Dr. Carl A. Zimring, Associate Professor,   
Sustainability Studies, Pratt Institute 
 
Join us for a special presentation by Carl A. Zimring, as he discusses his latest book, Clean and White: A History of                    
Environmental Racism in the United States. 
 
Carl A. Zimring is Associate Professor of Sustainability Studies and co-ordinator of Pratt’s Sustainability Studies minor at Pratt       
Institute.  He is an environmental historian concerned with the ways humans define, classify, and manage waste.  He is the    
author of Cash for Your Trash: Scrap Recycling in America (Rutgers University Press, 2005) and general editor of Encyclopedia of  
Consumption and Waste: The Social Science of Garbage (Sage Publications, 2012). 
 
Wednesday, March 16, 2016 
5:30PM 
623 S. Wabash, Room 109, Hokin Hall 
This lecture is free and open to the public. 
CAMPUS
Student veterans like Danny 
Woodruff (right) are able to receive 
a housing stipend through the GI 
Bill, but often struggle finding 
landlords that will accept them.
DANNY WOODRUFF, A junior the-
atre major from Indiana, served 
in the Army for six-and-a-half 
years from 2006 to 2013 and was 
deployed in the Middle East from 
2010 to 2011.
Upon returning home, Woodruff 
could not find housing because 
many of the city’s landlords 
rejected his GI Bill housing allow-
ance, a benefit, along with tuition 
assistance, that is available to 
former members of the military.
“I had to go to Indianapolis, back 
home where my parents live, and 
have them co-sign on my lease,” 
Woodruff said.
La nd lords wou ld i g nore 
him and never get back to 
him, Woodruff said, adding 
that his lack of rent history or 
proof of income and pay stubs 
made housing applications a 
struggle because his housing 
allowance from the Veteran’s 
Administration is distributed 
electronically. A number of veter-
ans have experienced difficulties 
getting landlords to rent to them 
because they receive benefits 
from the government that fund 
their housing, but as Woodruff 
noted, landlords often want to 
see pay stubs.
According to Columbia’s 
Student Veterans Society, the col-
lege is home to about 200 students 
receiving tuition and housing ben-
efits through the GI Bill.
Chicago passed a fair hous-
ing ordinance Feb.10 that added 
veterans to its list of 16 classes 
of protected citizens, which 
already covered families, people 
with disabilities and seniors, 
among others.
Blase Villano, president of 
Columbia’s Student Veterans 
Society and a junior cinema art + 
science major, said many landlords 
have preconceived notions about 
post-traumatic stress disorder and 
hesitate to rent to veterans.
“Going to war does not automat-
ically instill PTSD,” Villano said.
He said this is a widespread 
assumption about veterans, but 
it is not a frequent or automatic 
byproduct of having been deployed.
“This act is an effort to protect 
veteran tenants from landlords 
who have a misinformed opin-
ion on veteran issues, not to give 
veterans a carte blanche to skip 
out on rent when they see fit,” 
Villano said.
Many landlords will not accept 
GI Bill stipends as a proof of 
income, according to the Chicago 
Commission on Human Relations 
and the Mayor’s Advisory Council 
on Veterans.
For reserve military, problems 
still emerge. Many landlords will 
not rent to a tenant who could 
be deployed and leave a property 
abruptly vacant.
Victor LaGroon, the city’s direc-
tor of Veteran Affairs, said he first 
learned of the issue of housing 
discrimination in Chicago when 
visiting Columbia in January to 
speak to a J-term journalism class 
on reporting war stories.
“Many students are facing what 
we call ‘income discrimination,’ 
which means your source of 
income cannot be discriminated 
against and cannot be a deciding 
factor [in] whether or not you get 
housing,” LaGroon said.
LaGroon said landlords may not 
be aware that they are discrimi-
nating against veterans through 
their housing regulations. For 
example, some landlords may 
not accept  veterans’ applications 
because they have service dogs. 
However, service animals are not 
pets—they aid with disability. 
“That creates more of a dispar-
ity in a community that is already 
facing challenges,” he said. “What 
we want to see is that everyone has 
a very good and fair opportu-
nity to housing.”
LaGroon said he does not 
know exactly how many veter-
ans have been discriminated 
against when they are seeking 
housing with their GI Bill sti-
pend but estimated that it could 
be hundreds, if not thousands. 
» BRETT STEWART & 
ALEXANDRA OLSEN  
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 
Student veterans seek fair 
housing opportunities
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Miranda Gardley, a senior fashion studies and business & entre-preneurship double major, is a 
busy vlogger. 
Jumping from her studies to her own 
YouTube channel about fitness, fashion 
and nutrition to starting a social media–
consulting firm, she is discovering her true 
passions and interests with input and sup-
port from her audience.
Gardley said she thinks social media 
is changing the way many industries 
promote themselves, and her skills with 
social media such as YouTube, Snapchat 
and Instagram are talents she wants to 
incorporate into her post-graduation 
career by launching her own social media 
» CAROLYN BRADLEY 
CAMPUS REPORTER
 cbradley@chroniclemail.com
YouTube star creates brand of 
positivity, health and wellness
consulting firm. Her YouTube channel 
“Miranda Marie” includes “How To Style” 
guides, “My Healthy Snacks and Eating 
Tips” and the “Happy Healthy Lifestyle” 
video series.
The Chronicle spoke with Gardley about 
her YouTube experiences and her relation-
ship with her audience. 
THE CHRONICLE: What inspired you to 
launch your YouTube channel?
MIRANDA GARDLEY: I first started in 
high school. I found a video of a girl who 
was talking about fashion and her favorite 
clothes. As someone who loves fashion, I 
knew I wanted to do that. That was when 
YouTube first started. I had a flip camera 
and started filming in my bedroom and 
uploading [videos]. It was my creative out-
let. I could talk about fashion for hours. On 
YouTube, there was a community of people 
who cared [about] what I had to say and 
enjoyed watching my videos.
Are you contributing to the movement 
of self-love with YouTube? 
Definitely. I used to struggle [with body 
image] too. I felt like I had no one to go to. 
Through YouTube, I am able to make that 
change and be that person I wish I had in my 
life as an influence. I think that movement is 
important because there is a good side and 
a bad side to social media. The bad side is 
what society thinks a perfect body should be. 
Educating girls on the truth and a healthy 
way of living is very important to me. 
Which of your YouTube videos was the 
most challenging to publish? 
 It was my first fitness video. I decided to 
talk about this fitness guide I bought, “The 
Bikini Body Guide” [by Kayla Itsines] 
because I wanted to share my progress. It 
became a “Happy Healthy Lifestyle” video 
series of me sharing through those 12 
weeks. I was very vulnerable and transpar-
ent in the first video because I struggled 
with body image. Looking back, even 
though it was difficult to share and upload, 
it changed my channel. If I had not done 
that, I would not be doing what I am doing 
today. It made a huge impact on my life, but 
it is also making an impact on others. 
How do you create your own brand 
through social media? 
I never knew social media was going to be 
what it is today; you can create your own 
brand.  On social media, I have been able to 
create my brand of positivity. I am selling a 
service of motivational videos. Even on In-
stagram or Snapchat, I try to stay positive.
Miranda Gardley, a senior fashion studies 
and business & entrepreneurship double 
major, wants to create her own firm to help 
companies market on social media. 
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Kim said he could not tell exactly 
how the college’s MAP disbursement 
would unfold because the adminis-
tration was still considering options. 
“We are also paying close atten-
tion to what the state is doing and 
Columbia—like all other institu-
tions—is currently involved in some 
up-front and also some behind-the-
scenes advocacy because we are try-
ing to get the state to understand how 
important this is,” Kim said. “First 
step, the funds will flow.” 
The office of Student Financial 
Services sent an email to students 
Feb. 10 following Kim’s announce-
ment stating it will disburse MAP 
grants for the 2015–2016 academic 
year in hopes the state will fulfill its 
commitment to students by reim-
bursing colleges and universities.
The email announced that MAP 
disbursements for the Fall 2015 
Semester had already begun and 
that the Spring 2016 MAP grants 
will be distributed during week five 
of the term, starting Feb. 21.
“If a student has an overall credit 
balance on his or her account once 
worrying if I was going to be able 
to pay for my apartment or not,” 
Breytsprak said. 
Breytsprak also said she appre-
ciates the college going forward 
with the refunds because a lot of 
students needed them, not just her.
“If I didn’t have this, and I didn’t 
have my scholarships from the 
school, I wouldn’t be able to go to 
Columbia,” Breytsprak said. “I’m 
so happy that this is going to be 
over soon.” 
Former Gov. Pat Quinn made an 
appearance during the rally, showing 
solidarity with students by hugging 
one of the student leaders and holding 
a “MAP Matters” sign as students 
cheered his comments. 
“Everybody here who has a MAP 
grant qualifies for that grant [and] 
they have a promise from the state 
of Illinois that cannot be broken,” 
Quinn said. 
Hamrick said the college is cov-
ering its students’ MAP grants, but 
students had the responsibility to 
be present at the rally and support 
other colleges. 
“Injustice somewhere is injustice 
everywhere,” Hamrick said. “If one 
CAMPUS
the MAP Grant disbursements are 
completed, a refund will be issued,” 
the SFS email added. 
As of Feb. 16, some students had 
already received another email from 
SFS indicating an account refund 
was processed and issued Feb. 12 for 
the Spring 2016 Semester.
Josephine Breytsprak, a junior cin-
ema  art + science major, said she felt 
relieved when she received the email. 
“I can call my mom and tell her that 
we’ll be OK now,” Breytsprak said. 
However, Breytsprak said she still 
remembers the uncertainty she felt 
last semester regarding the  MAP 
grants and how she regularly emailed 
SFS explaining her concerns and 
asking for more information.
“I started panicking because I was 
counting on that money, and I didn’t 
know if it was ever going to come,” 
Breytsprak said. 
She also said some of her savings 
from three summers of work and 
money she borrowed from family 
members helped her through that 
time, but it was not enough. 
“I get straight A’s. I have good 
grades and I would be sitting in 
class not paying attention. I’d be ... 
college isn’t getting their MAP grant 
funding, all colleges are not getting 
their MAP grant funding.” 
Hamrick said she believes it 
is Columbia’s obligation to cover 
these funds because they should 
share student burdens along with 
success. Hamrick said though she 
is not personally affected by MAP 
grants, the entire SGA Senate and 
many of her friends are, which 
causes anxiety when they discuss 
their annual Lobby Day to talk with 
state congressman.
“They’re so scared a person is going 
to look them in the face and just say 
no,” she said. “They don’t know how 
to emotionally handle that because 
they don’t even know why their edu-
cation should be questioned.” 
Brian Danzy, a sophomore 
music major, said he did not 
know he was affected by the lack 
of MAP grants until last week, 
when he went to the SFS office 
and realized a part of his tuition 
was not being covered. 
He said he later found out about 
the rally and decided to participate 
to advocate for change. Danzy said he 
appreciates  the MAP grant coverage, 
but does not feel like it is Columbia’s 
responsibility to cover financial holes 
left by the state.
“They’re hoping that the actual 
state will step in and do their job,” 
Danzy said. “That’s what I would 
like to see happen.” 
Danzy said it is important to 
attend these types of events, even if 
Columbia is responding for the state, 
because it is important to think long-
term and, at some point, Columbia’s 
funds might run out.
Sarah Shaaban, staff direc-
tor of Student Organizations 
and Leadership who served as 
a marshal for the rally, said she 
had anticipated more Columbia 
students attending, but the fact 
that many of them are in class 
affected participation.
“A student is a student, and [a] 
MAP grant means access to an 
education,” Shaaban said. “Just 
because right now it’s being covered 
that doesn’t mean in the future it 
will be covered.... It’s important as a 
citizen to act when something isn’t 
being just.”
asalcedo@chroniclemail.com
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He said the college’s board of trust-
ees is instead developing a model 
to finance the center, which could 
include capital fundraising initia-
tives and using revenue from the 
college’s endowment of more than 
$142 million. 
After the cost of the center is 
established, the college will send 
out a national request for quali-
fied architectural firms. Those 
requests are expected to draw bids 
from various firms who will pitch 
specific designs.
The seven general spaces and 
units planned to be in the center 
are: student life, performance and 
events, collaboration and explo-
ration, resources, dining and 
retail, wellness and outdoor space, 
according to the firm.
Richard Tepp, an architect and 
project manager for SCB, said the 
target size for the center is 104,000 
square feet. He added that the firm 
did not want the center to be too 
big or small, but a place that would 
be active and manageable.
The ground floor is projected to 
CAMPUS
be largely an active floor contain-
ing the dining area, the welcome 
center to be potentially known as 
the “Front Door,” a retail space, 
and restrooms, including gen-
der-neutral restrooms. 
The second floor is planned as 
largely a community space, con-
taining a fitness center twice the 
size of the college’s current fitness 
center. It would also be home to the 
SGA and other student organiza-
tions, a multicultural and inter-
national center, a radio studio for 
students across majors, and a rec-
reational lounge area.
The third floor is expected to be 
a collaboration and resource floor 
containing the recently announced 
Career Center, various spaces for 
creation-friendly study rooms, 
digital creation labs and recording 
studios and booths. 
The fourth floor is planned to 
contain a multipurpose room that 
will hold approximately 1,300 peo-
ple standing, which is five times 
the capacity of the Conaway Center, 
located at 1104 S. Wabash Ave.
The firm also mentioned the 
potential of a rooftop space that  lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
CENTER, FROM FRONT   would house the Papermaker’s 
Garden and an outdoor lounge. It 
is yet to be determined whether or 
not the rooftop space could accom-
modate any sort of greenhouse for 
the city’s harsh winter months.
More details will be available 
as the design phase progresses 
in accordance with the chosen 
design firm. 
While the firm has offered to bid 
for the programming phase, the col-
lege has yet to ask the firm to move 
on to the design phase. Tepp said 
the college will put out a request 
for proposal that design firms can 
respond to with their own ideas for 
the building aesthetic.  
Tepp said SCB will respond to 
the request and hopes to remain 
involved because the team has been 
working with Columbia’s concep-
tualization of the center thus far.
“During the design process, 
needs will change,” Tepp said. 
“When it gets built, needs will 
change. When we start designing, 
if we get to design [the center], it 
would be a very flexible building.”
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TRUSTEES, FROM PG 4
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Chamberlin will connect the 
college to the professional music 
world in a way a trustee who does 
not have the same industry back-
ground could never do. Diamond 
will focus on deepening the board’s 
discussions, Kim said.
“[Diamond] will be one of those 
people who will be listening and 
asking questions that make us go 
to the next level,” Kim said.  
Gehron said Chamberlin’s 
media and art business connec-
tions make him a great asset and 
contact for students. He also said 
Diamond’s tech industry invest-
ments bring awareness and knowl-
edge when relating media and arts 
to technology. 
Kim also highlighted the fact 
that the college’s board of trustees 
is not the type of board exclusively 
focusing on raising funds. He 
described it as an engaged, poli-
cy-setting and governing board. 
“We would never want a board 
that’s [made up of] very wealthy 
people and no skill in helping this 
institution to really advance at a 
policy level,” Kim said.
Terry Diamond, partner and 
co-founder of KDWC Ventures, said 
he plans to use his investment man-
agement experience to propel the 
college forward.
» Courtesy PHIL DEMBINSKI
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E.J. Talbot, the veteran’s affairs rep-
resentative for Columbia, said land-
lords put student veterans through 
a difficult process to prove they can 
afford the rent. He said he has often 
had to intervene.
“What I have seen is people having 
a hard time with landlords and rental 
agencies because they can’t prove an 
income,” Talbot said. “This comes up 
because you’ve got disabled vets who 
may or may not have PTSD that don’t 
look like disabled vets.”
Landlords cannot discriminate 
because of a medical condition, 
Talbot said. Landlords instead use 
the “lack of proof of income” as an 
excuse to discriminate against a 
possible medical condition, he added.
The passing of the ordinance 
should relieve heavy stress on 
Chicago-based veterans, especially 
student veterans. For students like 
Woodruff, it also means they do not 
need their parents to sign a lease for 
veteran children already in their 30s.
VETERANS, FROM PAGE 7  
 chronicle@colum.edu
ENROLLMENT, FROM PAGE 3 
“It is everyone’s job—faculty, 
staff and even students—to do 
exciting, interesting work to make 
this a kind of place we want to be 
at,” McBride said.
This translates into  excitement 
that attracts new students, she 
said. “It is a very infectious thing.”
Enrollment in the School of 
Liberal Arts & Sciences declined 
5.2 percent, by 29 undergradu-
ate students, since the Fall 2015 
Semester. The departments most 
affected included the Science 
& Mathematics Department, 
which decreased 14.3 percent, by 
two students, and the Education 
Department, which decreased 7.8 
percent, by five students. 
However, the enrollment in 
the school’s History, Humanities 
& Social Sciences Department, 
which represents the Cultural 
Studies major, increased 8.7 per-
cent, by five students, and the 
school’s American Sign Language 
Department increased 3.5 percent, 
by four students, since last spring.
Steven Corey, the interim dean 
of the School of Liberal Arts & 
Sciences said the enrollment 
numbers compared to last spring 
are relatively the same, which is 
“heartening,” adding that LAS 
courses have recently became 
widely popular, contributing to the 
growth of the school’s enrollment. 
Corey said the college always 
has a drop in students from fall 
to spring, but is pleased to see 
the college’s 89.6 percent student 
retention rate continue to increase 
compared to previous years. 
The graduate program saw a 22.2 
percent decrease of 89 students 
from the Spring 2015 Semester to 
the Spring 2016 Semester with the 
Education Department decreasing  lkostiuk@chroniclemail.com
61.8 percent, by 21 students, the 
Art & Art History Department 
decreasing 34.8 percent, by 16 
students, and the Creative Writing 
Department decreasing 25 per-
cent, by 26 students. 
Journalism was the only grad-
uate program to experience an 
increase, having increased 30 
percent, by three students.
McBride said Curtis Lawrence, 
an associate professor in the 
Communication and Media 
Innovation Department and direc-
tor of the Journalism Graduate 
Program, has worked hard to 
recruit graduate students, person-
ally calling applicants to interview 
them and help them better under-
stand the program. 
Meece said the number of 
enrolled students in the graduate 
program is down, but he is encour-
aged by the number of prospective 
students and hopes for a positive 
increase in the Fall 2016 Semester.
Besides undergraduate and 
graduate programs, the college 
continues to work on other areas 
for enrollment to attract more pro-
spective students such as an online 
program, along with continuing 
to add more international agree-
ments with countries, Meece said. 
Meece said the optimal enroll-
ment total would range from 10,000 
to 12,000 students at most, but 
the college needs to ensure it can 
sustain that number of students 
with its current resources. He said 
conversations about the optimal 
enrollment sizing will continue in 
the next academic year. 
“I don’t expect a big shift right 
away [in enrollment],” Meece said. 
“It takes a while to do that, but I 
definitely think we are going to see 
some positive gains [soon].”
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APPLY FOR 
2016–2017 FINANCIAL AID 
VISIT COLUM.EDU/FAFSA FOR THE COMPLETE  
THREE-STEP PROCESS DESCRIPTION AND APPLICATION FAQS
WHEN: DURING THE 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY.
WHEN: BEGINNING JAN. 1,  
SO SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA TODAY!
WHEN: 30 DAYS AFTER FILING 
YOUR TAXES ELECTRONICALLY.
3 UPDATING...1 SUBMIT 2
colum.edu/sfs @ColumbiaSFS
SUBMIT YOUR FAFSA ONLINE 
AT WWW.FAFSA.GOV
FILE YOUR 2015 TAXES 
ELECTRONICALLY WITH THE IRS
UPDATE YOUR FAFSA ONLINE WITH 
THE IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL
If you won’t have your taxes filed by this 
time, use estimated income figures to 
submit your FAFSA. Submitting your 2016–
2017 FAFSA by Feb. 1 will allow you to:
• Receive your 2016–2017 Financial Aid 
Award Letter by April 2016.
• Get a head start on completing 
Columbia scholarship applications. 
Deadlines for completed applications 
begin Feb. 1.
To learn about tax incentives and free tax 
preparation services for which you may be 
eligible, visit colum.edu/becomemoneysmart 
and click “Tax Incentive Information.” 
Completing your 2015 taxes during February 
will allow you to:
• Update your FAFSA with your actual tax 
figures using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.
Log on to www.fafsa.gov to make FAFSA 
corrections. Using the IRS Data Retrieval Tool 
will allow you to:
• Reduce the number of potential errors 
on your FAFSA for a more accurate  
2016–2017 Financial Aid Award Letter. 
• Create an accurate financial plan for 
2016–2017 in a timely manner.
• Avoid the need to submit tax documents 
if selected for verification.
additional education as opposed to a place 
to go instead of Columbia.”
The newly redesigned training center, 
which includes the film school as well as 
improvisation and sketch comedy classes, 
is taking the comedy institution into the 
21st century, according to Albert. He said 
the new additions to the company will help 
create a new generation of high-quality 
comedy content creators.
“Hopefully this will be an opportunity 
for an entirely new group of young comedy 
minds to find a place [where] they can be 
nurtured and where they can experiment 
with their points of views and a safe place 
where they can create content and go onto 
the heights of people like Adam [McKay] 
and Steve Carrell and Harold Ramis,” 
Albert said.
The Harold Ramis Film School will teach  
students to create comic film and video.
THE SECOND CITY will be adding the Harold 
Ramis Film School—the world’s first com-
edy-focused filmmaking program, which 
opens in September 2016—to its newly 
constructed training center. 
The film school, named after the Second 
City alum and director of films such as 
“Groundhog Day” and “Caddyshack,” will 
offer a year-long certificate program focus-
ing on comedy theory, writing and film-
making, all with a focus on improvisation.
Ramis, who died in 2014, was a titan in 
the comedy world, known for working on 
“SCTV” and  writing iconic comedies such 
as “Stripes” and “Ghostbusters.” Ramis 
was viewed as a Renaissance man in the 
comedy community, and the honor of hav-
ing the film school named after the late 
icon is apt, according to Ron Falzone, an 
associate professor in Columbia’s Cinema 
Art + Science Department.
“When I heard they were going to name it 
after [Ramis], I practically cried,” Falzone 
said. “I knew Harold. He was an absolutely 
superlative human being—not just a terrific 
filmmaker. He completely deserves any 
memorialization [the Second City] wants 
to do for him.”
Trevor Albert, chair of the Harold Ramis 
Film School, worked with Ramis for more 
than 25 years, beginning as Ramis’ assis-
tant on “Caddyshack” and progressing 
to a production partner for “Groundhog 
Day” and several other films. Albert said 
he was at first hesitant to take part in the 
filmmaking program because of his lack 
of academic background.
However, after speaking with Second 
City CEO Andrew Alexander about the 
focus of improvisational filmmaking and 
comedy-focused content creation, Albert 
said he jumped on board.
“I was a little skeptical until we started 
talking about the foundational improvisa-
tional element to the school,” Albert said. 
“Every director, producer, screenwriter 
or actor who comes through the Harold 
Ramis Film School has the opportunity 
to go through the improvisational jour-
ney, which teaches them something that 
is sorely lacking in people’s work ethic in 
Hollywood—which is the ‘Yes, and...?’ phi-
losophy. In order for you to really cultivate 
a wonderful idea, you need to be collabora-
tive and listen to other people.”
Jack Newell, director of the school and a 
Columbia alumnus, said the film school’s 
curriculum will be something no other 
school in the world offers.
The 108th Auto Show drives into Chicago » ColumbiaChronicle.com/Multimedia
“I went to film school at Columbia, and 
they don’t really do comedy filmmaking 
there,” Newell said. “These other film pro-
grams around the country don’t take com-
edy seriously. We want to try to attack film 
school from a different angle and imbue 
our students with a sense of collaboration.”
Columbia is known for its comedy 
studies program and association with 
the Second City, but the new film program 
will not partner with the college. However, 
Falzone said he did not see the new film 
school as competition, but rather a place 
to better broaden students’ filmmaking 
skills in relation to the already established 
film programs.
“What they want to do at the Harold 
Ramis Film School is begin to teach 
improvisational approaches to filmmak-
ing—directing and writing,” Falzone said. 
“That’s not something we do, yet it’s a skill 
we’d love our students to have. I see it 
more as a place our students could go for 
» SPENCER HALL 
ARTS & CULTURE EDITOR
Second City film school 
to emphasize humor  
in filmmaking
 shall@chroniclemail.com
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SUMMER IS FOREVER II
Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
8:30 p.m.
$30, 17+
Thursday, Feb. 25
THE WEEKS
Lincoln Hall
2424 N. Lincoln Ave.
8 p.m.
$12, 21+
Thursday, Feb. 25
MUTTS
Schubas Tavern
3159 N. Southport Ave.
9 p.m.
$8, 21+
Saturday, Feb. 27
HOODIE ALLEN
Riviera Theatre
4746 N. Racine Ave.
7 p.m.
$30
Saturday, Feb. 27
JUKEBOX THE GHOST
Thalia Hall
1807 S. Allport St.
7:30 p.m.
$20
Friday, Feb. 26
» SANTIAGO COVARRUBIAS/CHRONICLE
Tom May, singer and 
guitarist of The Menzing-
ers, performed during the 
band's show at The Metro 
on Nov. 20.
» G-JUN YAM/ I
Transviolet performed Feb. 
16 at Metro, 3730 N. Clark St.
Many might think of the colors pink or purple, f low-ers or maybe even some 
glitter when envisioning "female 
versions" of products. But a new 
guitar designed for women's bod-
ies by Annie Clark, also known 
as St. Vincent, says otherwise.
In March, Clark will join the ranks 
of famed guitarists Albert Lee, John 
Petrucci and Steve Morse by releasing 
her own signature guitar with Ernie 
Ball Music Man, an American manu-
facturer of guitars and bass guitars.
The St. Vincent signature gui-
tar will come in two colors: black 
or "St. Vincent blue," a shade of 
the color handmixed by Clark, 
according to a Feb. 14 Q&A with 
the musician by Guitar World.
The guitar is lighter than most, 
making it easier for people of 
smaller builds to play and, as Clark 
explained in a recent Instagram 
post, has room for "a breast. Or two."
In creating a guitar that can be 
described as comfortable for the 
female body, Clark is deconstructing 
gender roles in more ways than one.
The St. Vincent guitar challenges 
the notion of attaching genders to 
inanimate objects, such as labeling 
toys like Legos or Matchbox cars 
as "boy's toys" and toys like Barbie 
dolls or kitchen sets as "girl toys."
The guitar seems to be geared more 
toward women than men, but that does 
not mean it is exclusively a women's 
guitar. In fact, the guitar has not even 
been marketed as a "woman's guitar."
Clark's signature guitar comes in 
the colors blue and black, straying 
from colors like pink, purple and 
yellow that have traditionally been 
associated with women's products.
Though some may argue that 
the guitar is gendered, it serves 
a function and solves a common 
problem faced by many women 
guitar players by conforming to 
their anatomy. The gendering is 
functional rather than a marketing 
gimmick that reinforces stereotypes.
St. Vincent's signature guitar also 
challenges traditional gender roles 
by asserting women's place along-
side men in the music industry.
The music industry is heavily 
male-dominated, so it is important to 
see how innovations like Clark's guitar 
welcome more women musicians.
Young girls are not always 
encouraged or taught that they can 
participate in bands as boys are.
In high school, I always noticed that 
most of my boy friends were in bands 
while my girl friends would just watch.
Even in high school band classes, 
girls are often pushed into play-
ing lighter and softer-sounding 
instruments like the f lute or clar-
inet, while boys often compose the 
percussion or brass sections.
Clark's St. Vincent signature 
guitar is an innovation that I hope 
will encourage young girls to 
feel less intimidated about pur-
suing their passions in music.
An innovation like the St. Vincent 
guitar is long overdue, and it is even 
shocking that it has taken this long 
for such a guitar to come about.
 jwittich@chroniclemail.com
St. Vincent shreds gender roles 
with woman-friendly guitar
FROM THE FRONT ROW
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Most 18-year-olds do not choose a career path right after high school. Some go to college or 
start working, but rapper Kweku Collins 
signed to independent Chicago hip-hop 
label Closed Sessions when he was a 
senior at Evanston Township High School, 
launching his music career.
Now 19, Collins, whose father is also a 
musician, has performed at high-profile 
events like “Chi-Town Rising,” as well as 
on shows like “Windy City LIVE.” He is 
set to release his first studio album, Nat 
Love, on April 8.
The Chronicle spoke with Collins about 
his introduction to rap, his influences and 
missing out on college to follow his dreams.
THE CHRONICLE: When did you 
become interested in music?
KWEKU COLLINS: Since the time I was 
born, I was surrounded by music, mostly 
percussion because of my father but as I got 
older, I was exposed to more hip-hop and 
that took hold. Eventually I started writing 
poems and songs and tried to make beats on 
Garage Band. It was [my] freshman year of 
high school, so five years ago, [that] I started 
actually making raps.
How would you describe your sound?
It’s always changing, and I like it that way. 
I don’t want to be pigeonholed, so I make 
music that goes directly against that. As far 
as lyrics, a lot of it’s really reflective. I only 
want to speak on things I really know about. 
I’m not going to talk out of my ass. I take that 
s--t really serious. So I only want to talk 
about things I really know about and that I 
have a perspective on and an opinion I think 
could benefit other people if it’s compatible.
Are your songs going to discuss your 
coming-of-age experience?
Until I’m grown fully, everything I put out 
will be a page or a chapter or an installment 
in this continuous coming-of-age story. 
Yeah, it has elements of lost love or “I f----d 
up,” but it’s more evolved [and] it’s looking 
at it from a different perspective.
Why did you choose to pursue music 
instead of college?
I was miserable in high school. I don’t get 
down like that [academically]. I was origi-
nally going to go to college. I was accepted 
into Columbia, and my “career” took off in 
the winter of 2014. It was around that time 
when me and my parents started having 
the discussion of like, “OK, this looks like 
it [Collins’ career] could be gaining some 
momentum. Maybe this could happen. 
Maybe this is possible to at least take a year 
off school and see where it goes.” After a 
few months of talking to Closed Sessions, 
[because] really signing there was really the 
cherry on top,  it was like, I’m definitely not 
going to college. All of those things coupled 
with my love for music all played a factor in 
it. Also I’ve been saying since freshman year 
if music works, I’m not going to college. All of 
my friends were like, “Bro, that’s a dumb idea, 
you gotta have a plan, it might not happen.”
When did Closed Sessions sign you?
I signed the contract in early March 2015. I 
sent them my 2015 EP, Worlds Away, and I 
was like, “Yo, this is the music I make, this 
is my description of it; f--k with me, or don’t. 
I’m cool either way.” And they hit me back 
three days later telling me to come down 
to the office and that they want to meet me. 
So I met with them a few times, went to the 
studio, we recorded some s--t and eventually 
I got a text from Alex [Wiley] one day that 
said, “We don’t really want to beat around 
the bush anymore, we want to sign you, let’s 
do it.”
What can listeners expect from your 
first studio album?
I don’t think there’s a theme, more of a sonic 
adventure. The songs might not be cohesive 
content-wise, but I’m trying to create an 
experience that can be played separately, 
like, if the s--t goes, it goes, no matter where 
you play it. But also something that fits into 
this greater story you can look into for an 
hour, just zone out and be taken somewhere.
gsterba@chroniclemail.com
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Kweku Collins sets 
stage for aspiring 
Chicago rappers
» MARIA CORDONA
PHOTO EDITOR 
“Chandelier” Sia
“Hello” Adele
“Cheerleader” Omi
“She Will Be Loved” Maroon 5
“Work” Rihanna
“Ophelia” The Lumineers
“Giants” Matt Nathanson
“The Sound” The 1975
“Brazil” Declan McKenna
“It’s Cool” New Beat Fund
“Under Control” The Internet
“Mas Que Nada” Sergio Mendes
“Wishing Well” Terence Trent D’Arby
“I Turn My Camera On” Spoon
“I Can’t Go For That (No Can Do)” Hall & Oates
“Since U Been Gone” Kelly Clarkson
“A Long Walk”                              Jill Scott
“Rump Shaker” Wreckx-N-Effect
“Poison” Bell Biv DeVoe
“Baby Got Back” Sir Mix-A-Lot
» ETHAN STOCKING-ANDERSON 
OFFICE ASSISTANT
» JESSICA SCOTT
MULTIMEDIA EDITOR
» ZOE HAWORTH 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
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Kweku Collins will release his first studio album 
Nat Love on April 8.
» Courtesy KWEKU COLLINS
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statement that she is excited to 
welcome another bookstore to 
the area that can fill in the gaps 
if Quimby’s is out of something.
“Myopic is around the corner, 
and we have a nice reciprocal rela-
tionship with them,” Mason said. 
“We sell different things and can 
refer folks back and forth.”
George said she thinks the cafe 
and bookstore in Volumes will 
work cohesively.
“We’re creating an atmosphere; 
we’re creating a space for commu-
nity,” George said. “The hope is 
that people come in, grab a book 
and a cup of coffee and hang out.”
George said in a Feb. 18 email 
interview that she will encourage 
the use of to-go cups, as opposed 
to mugs, for anyone sitting to read 
in the cafe to reduce the number of 
spills and ruined books.
“Those who decide to precari-
ously balance their beer on a book 
will likely soon learn a lesson on 
why that isn’t a great idea,” George 
said in the email.
M-F : 8:30am-5:30pm
SAT: 8:30am-5pm
230 S. Wabash Ave, Chicago, IL 
Offering the “gift” of photography. Photographic headquarters since 1899—  Our “117th year”
312-427-5580 800-421-1899
 Additional  
5%  Discount 
For students, 
teachers and 
faculty on most supplies
 
24 HOUR FAX
Fax: 312-427-1898
www.centralcamera.com
Near Jackson Blvd.
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‘How about a Coors 
with that Kafka?’
Volumes Bookcafe, 1474 N. Milwaukee Ave., will sell a mix of booze and books, 
distinguishing itself from the bookstores already in the neighborhood.
get hammered at a local bookstore,” 
Harmon said. 
George said getting a liquor 
license at the cafe was time-con-
suming but was not the greatest 
challenge they faced.
“Compared to the other difficul-
ties we’ve had with the city, [the 
licensing process] seems like 
nothing in hindsight,” George said.
George said getting the initial 
building permit from the city took 
months, which was much longer 
than she expected.
“It’s a cruel system,” George said. 
“[The city will] have a correction for 
you on your permit, and then you 
have to wait two months for them 
to look at that correction.”
Harmon said Volumes faced 
an unusually long waiting period 
while trying to open, and he feels 
bad that the store had to go through 
it. Harmon said the bookstore is an 
exciting addition to Wicker Park.
“There’s a great opportunity to 
turn [Volumes] into something that 
draws people to the community and 
hopefully creates a fun, interesting 
gathering place,” Harmon said.
Used book store Myopic Books, 
1564 N. Milwaukee Ave., Quimby’s 
Bookstore, 1854 W. North Ave., 
and Volumes are different types 
of bookstores, according to George, 
so they will not be in competition 
despite their proximity. Compared 
to Volumes, Quimby’s carries a 
more niche inventory and Myopic 
is a used book store, she said.
Liz Mason, a manager at 
Quimby’s, said in an emailed 
PEOPLE IN WICKER Park will soon 
be able to booze as they peruse, 
thanks to the scheduled opening 
of Volumes Bookcafe, 1474 N. 
Milwaukee Ave.
The cafe, which is set to open 
within the next few weeks, will 
carry products from local sellers 
including coffee from Metropolis 
Coffee Company, baked goods from 
Dollop Coffee and wine and local 
beer, said owner Rebecca George.
“We are waiting on a couple 
inspections, which should be 
coming in the next week or two,” 
George said. “I’m at the will of the 
city right now; I can’t do anything 
without them.” 
Erik Harmon, executive direc-
tor of the Wicker Park Bucktown 
Chamber of Commerce, said he 
does not anticipate problems with 
Volumes selling alcohol because 
many venues on the same strip 
sell it.
“I can’t imagine a group of five 
people deciding they’re going to go 
» ZOË EITEL 
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8" SUB SANDWICHES
#1 PEPE®
Real wood smoked ham and provolone cheese,
lettuce, tomato & mayo. (The original)
#2 BIG JOHN® 
Medium rare choice roast beef, mayo, 
lettuce & tomato.
#3 TOTALLY TUNA®
Fresh housemade tuna, mixed with celery, onions, 
and our tasty sauce, sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. 
(My tuna rocks! Sprouts* optional)
#4 TURKEY TOM®
Fresh sliced turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
The original (Sprouts* optional)
#5 VITO® 
The original Italian sub with genoa salami, provolone, 
capicola, onion, lettuce, tomato, & a real tasty Italian 
vinaigrette. (Hot peppers by request)
#6 THE VEGGIE
Layers of provolone cheese separated by real avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Truly a 
gourmet sub not for vegetarians only, Sprouts* optional)
J.J.B.L.T.® 
Bacon, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
(My B.L.T. rocks)
#7 SMOKED HAM CLUB 
1/4 pound of real wood smoked ham, 
provolone cheese, lettuce, tomato & mayo! 
#8 BILLY CLUB® 
Choice roast beef, smoked ham, provolone cheese, 
Dijon mustard, lettuce, tomato & mayo. 
#9 ITALIAN NIGHT CLUB®
Genoa salami, Italian capicola, smoked ham, 
and provolone cheese all topped with lettuce, tomato, 
onion, mayo & our homemade Italian vinaigrette. 
(Order it with hot peppers)
#10 HUNTER’S CLUB® 
A full 1/4 pound of medium rare roast beef, 
provolone, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
#11 COUNTRY CLUB® 
Sliced turkey breast, real wood smoked ham,
provolone, and tons of lettuce, tomato & mayo!
(A very traditional, yet always exceptional classic!)
#12 BEACH CLUB® 
Fresh baked turkey breast, provolone cheese, avocado 
spread, sliced cucumber, lettuce, tomato and mayo! 
#13 GOURMET VEGGIE CLUB® 
Double provolone, real avocado spread, sliced 
cucumber, lettuce, tomato & mayo. (Try it on my 
7-grain whole wheat bread. This veggie sandwich 
is really yummy! Sprouts* optional)
#14 BOOTLEGGER CLUB® 
Roast beef, turkey breast, lettuce, tomato & mayo.
An American classic!
#15 CLUB TUNA®
The same as our #3 Totally Tuna except this one 
has a lot more. Housemade tuna salad, provolone, 
sliced cucumber, lettuce & tomato. (Sprouts* optional)
#16 CLUB LULU®
Sliced turkey breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato 
& mayo. (JJ's original turkey & bacon club)
#17 ULTIMATE PORKER™
Real wood smoked ham and bacon with lettuce, 
tomato & mayo! (This one rocks!)
All of my sandwiches are 8 inches of homemade 
French bread, fresh veggies and the finest meats & 
cheese I can buy! We slice everything fresh daily in this 
store! It tastes better that way!
GIANT club sandwiches
My club sandwiches have twice the meat or cheese, try it 
on my fresh baked thick sliced 7-grain bread or my famous 
homemade French bread! Tell us when you order!
The original gutbuhstuh! Genoa 
salami, sliced smoked ham, capicola, 
roast beef, turkey & provolone, 
jammed into one of our homemade 
French buns, then smothered with 
onions, mayo, lettuce, tomato & our 
homemade Italian vinaigrette.
THE J.J.
GARGANTUAN®
Established in Charleston, IL 
in 1983 to add to students GPA
and general dating ability.
ok, so my subs really aren't gourmet and 
we're not french either. my subs just taste 
a little better, that's all! I wanted to 
call it jimmy john's tasty sandwiches, but 
my mom told me to stick with gourmet. 
Regardless of what she thinks, freaky fast 
is where it's at. I hope you love 'em as much 
as i do! peace!
JJ UNWICH®
Same ingredients and price of the 
sub or club without the bread.
Low Carb Lettuce Wrap
SLIMS™
Any Sub minus the veggies and sauce
slim 1 Ham & cheese
slim 2 Roast beef
slim 3 Tuna salad
slim 4 Turkey breast
slim 5 Salami, capicola, cheese
slim 6 Double provolone
Soda Pop
Chocolate chip or oatmeal raisin cookie
Real potato chips or jumbo kosher dill pickle
Extra load of meat
Extra cheese or extra avocado spread
★
★
★
★
★
★ sides ★
freebies (subs & clubs only)
Onion, lettuce, tomato, mayo, sliced cucumber,
hot peppers, Dijon mustard, yellow mustard, 
oil & vinegar, oregano, sprouts*. 
th
e
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JJ
’S
WE DELIVER! 7 DAYS A WEEK
ORDER ONLINE @ JIMMYJOHNS.COM
*WARNING: THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ADVISES THAT EATING RAW OR UNDER-COOKED SPROUTS POSES A HEALTH RISK TO EVERYONE, BUT ESPECIALLY TO THE ELDERLY, CHILDREN, PREGNANT WOMEN, AND PERSONS WITH WEAKENED 
IMMUNE SYSTEMS. THE CONSUMPTION OF RAW SPROUTS MAY RESULT IN AN INCREASED RISK OF FOODBORNE ILLNESS. FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT YOUR PHYSICIAN OR LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
©1985, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2007, 2008, 2013, 2014  JIMMY JOHN’S FRANCHISE, LLC   ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. We Reserve The Right To Make Any Menu Changes.
"YOUR MOM WANTS YOU TO EAT AT JIMMY JOHN'S!"®
Sprouts*
optional
DELIVERY ORDERS may include 
a delivery charge.
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
★ MINI JIMM
YS ★
★ BOX LUNC
HES ★
★ PARTY PL
ATTERS ★
(BOXES O
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scandal or murder or garbage 
that’s going on,” Colella said. 
“People are very proud to be here.”
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Local tattoo artist leaves his 
mark on Chicago flag prints
Nick Colella of Great Lakes Tattoo, created the “Know Your Flag” prints to spread 
knowledge of the true meaning of the Chicago flag.
the first time into a tattoo shop to 
purchase the print.”
However, it was not until Colella 
started tattooing in 1994 that he 
realized how many people are 
unaware of the flag’s meaning. He 
said customers would get tattoos 
of the flag without knowing the 
true meaning.
“It was always a thing—people 
coming in wanting the Chicago 
flag and I’d be like, ‘Cool, you know 
what it stands for?’ They would 
just BS the whole thing.”
Pacyga, who teaches courses 
such as “History of Chicago” 
and “History of the American 
City,” said he thinks the current 
millennial generation embraces 
tattooing, and many young people 
are very pro-city.
“[Millennials] rate Chicago very 
high with its ability and diversity,” 
Pacyga said. “Also, you guys do tat-
toos. The Chicago flag has been 
displayed throughout the city of 
Chicago and has become a symbol 
of urbanity, of living in the city and 
sort of local pride.”
Colella said his goal is for peo-
ple to be more informed about the 
history of the Chicago flag and to 
know it as much about it as they 
do about the U.S. flag.
“People are proud of the city 
no matter what kind of political 
THE CHICAGO FLAG has been around 
for nearly 100 years. However, 
many Chicagoans do not know 
the meaning behind it.
Nick Colella, who tattoos at 
Great Lakes Tattoo in Old Town, 
started selling graphic prints of 
the flag that explain the symbol-
ism of the flag’s stars and stripes.
“It’s a cool  Chicago history thing, 
a nice little souvenir,” Colella said. 
“People are so die-hard Chicago 
that it’s just a point of pride.”
Colella’s prints include a 
detailed description of the mean-
ing of the flag’s three white bars, 
two blue bars and four red stars. 
The three white bars represent 
the North, South and West sides of 
Chicago. The two blue bars repre-
sent the north and south branches 
of the Chicago River and the four 
stars represent major events in 
Chicago’s history.
The historical events are the 
Battle of Fort Dearborn in 1812, 
the Chicago Fire of 1871, the 
Columbian Exposition of 1893 
and the Chicago World’s Fair 
in 1933, according to Dominic 
Pacyga, a professor in Columbia’s 
Humanities, History & Social 
Sciences Department.
Colella created the design 10 
years ago and was constantly 
asked by customers and co-work-
ers to sell prints. He said his wife, 
Allison Attwood, who manages 
Great Lakes Tattoo, convinced 
him to start selling them.
“People are walking in that are 
teachers and they want to buy 
gifts for people that used to live 
in Chicago or people that do not 
live in Chicago,” Attwood said. 
“We were getting a lot of people 
who were coming in the door for 
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As the college community en-tered its winter break, a team 
of architects and consultants from 
Chicago-based planning firm Solo-
mon Cordwell Buenz was working 
on the initial programming phase 
of Columbia’s long-awaited stu-
dent center, which is scheduled to 
be completed by the Fall 2018 Se-
mester, as reported Nov. 8 by The 
Chronicle.  
Within this programming phase, 
SCB’s team designated square 
footage for the center’s four floors 
and possibilities for uses of the 
space. The designs for the building 
have not yet been developed.
Now that the programming phase, 
which included listening tours with 
several on-campus organizations, 
has finished, the college has plans 
to request bids from multiple de-
sign firms—including SCB—to cre-
ate the look for the student center, 
according to project manager Rich-
ard Tepp. Tepp met with members 
of the Student Government Associ-
ation along with President and CEO 
Kwang-Wu Kim Feb. 16 to discuss 
their outlines, joined by other con-
sulting team members Vickie Apos-
tolopoulos, Ted Strand, Blair Lam-
bert and Gail Wozniak.
The Chronicle sat down with mem-
bers of the SCB team to discuss the 
next step in the student center’s fu-
ture, students’ active involvement in 
its programming and the firm’s desire 
to continue working on the project.
THE CHRONICLE: Now that the 
programming phase has ended, 
where does the college go from 
here?
RICHARD TEPP: There will be an in-
terview process with the architecture 
firms. The [request for proposal] will 
go out and they’ll ask [firms] “Who 
are you?” “What’s your experience in 
this kind of building?” “What are your 
fees going to be for this building?” 
Then there’s a selection committee 
that will choose the firm. After the 
firm is selected, they usually will start 
conceptual design. That is when 
they’ll take the program information 
they’re going to be handed.
They’re going to have to digest all 
of that and start working on plans. 
Some architect may say “I’m going 
to fit it on four floors.” Another ar-
chitect may say “I’m going to put 
it in an eight-story building on only 
half the site,” or a combination of 
things. That’s up to the [designers] 
to decide. That process between 
design and [drafting] the construc-
tion documents is about a nine-
month to a year process.
GAIL WOZNIAK: Typically what 
happens in the design phase, you 
have confirmation meetings where 
you go back and you say, “These 
are the plans we’ve developed, this 
is what we heard in the program.” 
You go back and meet with some of 
those groups and confirm that the 
expectation that was laid out in the 
program is being met by the plan. 
There [are] a lot of checks and bal-
ances throughout the plan.
So no plans for design are set in 
stone yet?
RT: No.
TED STRAND: It was purposely 
done so that it doesn’t make any 
reference to        architectural style 
or [make] an allusion to what should 
look a certain way. It is purposely 
a dry document so it doesn’t make 
reference [to] any kind of expression.
VICKIE APOSTOLOPOULOS: What 
happens now is you are going from 
function to the common theme. This 
whole process of programming has 
focused on what the functionality is.
How long does it typically take to 
choose an architect?
RT: Each college is very unique. 
But the goal here is—we’ve heard it 
over and over—[the college] wants 
to move quickly. This was a lot of 
work in 11 weeks. It was almost a 
full-blown effort for a lot of us. You 
should have seen [the architects’] 
shared office. It looked like a war 
room, with all the books plastered 
on the wall, all the maps, everything 
else. Hopefully it will just go right 
into design. While momentum is 
happening, this is the time to keep 
it going.
How was student input aggre-
gated and considered?
GW: We consolidate all the infor-
mation. We met with everyone here 
and then we took an entire week 
to document that information in 
a series of meetings. From there, 
we started a list of the spaces, 
and saying these are the spaces 
that are requested. We document-
ed every space that was request-
ed and—based on our few weeks 
of experience—assigned a square 
footage to it.
From there you start to look at re-
lationships in spaces, how space 
tends to form with each other [and] 
how [the spaces] can share resourc-
es. That starts to drag the [square 
footage] down significantly. That’s 
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
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when you get that higher minimum 
program and final list based on what 
we feel is appropriate after meeting 
with everybody and having follow-up 
meetings of what should be in the 
student center and then [through] 
how those spaces share resources, 
we end up with a final figure.
Could there be an opportunity for 
students to be involved in the de-
sign phase?
RT: We would welcome it. With so 
much participation already and the 
energy level, we would welcome it 
during the design phase, too.
GW: There is program affirmation, 
so we would see a lot of student 
participation in that to make sure 
the design assumptions we poten-
tially could be making are accurate. 
We also built in a number of spac-
es where student work can be ex-
pressed and displayed. That is part 
of the cost model that is building 
these spaces. There will be a lot of 
student fingerprints, potentially, in 
this building.
Is student participation at that 
level common?
RT: No....usually, you will have three 
or four [students] on a committee, 
sometimes you have none. This 
one, we met with almost 400.
GW: Overall, the experience we’ve 
had with students is that Columbia 
has been extremely judicious and 
pragmatic and they are not looking 
to be excessive. Confirming what 
we are providing them would be 
helpful in the design phase as well...
As much as we have been asking 
[students] to dream big, they have 
also been very grounded as well.
How did conversations with the 
college continue after the listen-
ing tour?
GW: We met three or four times and 
would internally brainstorm and say, 
“OK, we are at a stopping point. We 
need to make sure this is the right 
path and that we don’t go down too 
far.” We would take it to the adviso-
ry committee, tell them our thoughts 
and impressions and they would say 
“yes,” “no” [or] “yes, but 
a little bit different.”
Were there aspects of 
the center you found 
needed extra clarifica-
tion later on?
GW: A full-blown pro-
fessional performance 
theater came up in pro-
gramming meetings. We 
addressed it with Dr. Kim 
and the advisory commit-
tee. It was decided col-
lectively that was not ap-
propriate for this space. 
That was something the 
college could potentially 
address, but not for the 
student center.
We didn’t see ourselves 
as decision makers in this 
process. We saw our-
selves as listeners and 
record keepers and then 
translators. We trans-
lated what we heard in 
those meetings and took 
it back and said, “Did we 
hear this correctly?” The 
decisions came from the advisory 
committee and Dr. Kim.
VA: Student centers can go down 
two paths. One can be this stu-
dent service-y building, which was 
brought up as a one-stop shop for 
everything you need for the busi-
ness of being a student—financial 
aid [and] academic advising. Then 
the other path, which this student 
center did go down luckily, are ac-
tual centers for students. That was 
one of the biggest decisions that 
came out of the 27 groups we met 
with—this idea of, “No we don’t 
want it to be an office building or 
typical student center.” That put 
a change in this whole program—
drastic change. 
If it would have gone down that oth-
er path, it would potentially have 
been an office building. What you 
are going to get is a ‘bajillion’ times 
better.
RT: We heard [repeatedly] the stu-
dents want a place to work. That 
surprised us to a certain point. We 
thought, “What about recreation? 
Do you need any place to just let 
your hair down?” They [said], “No, 
we got plenty of that in the city. We 
want a place where we can get our 
work done [and] that is safe.” That 
was very admirable.
TS: It’s interdisciplinary,z  too. 
That is key. There was a sense 
that there are exclusions in some 
specific spaces. People wanted 
to have a place where they could 
come work together [on] interdis-
ciplinary [projects], too. That was 
a result of this program.
Dr. Kim estimated the center’s 
price at $35 million to $45 mil-
lion. Is the pricing established in 
the programming phase?
GW: We are currently working on 
the price estimator and will deliver 
a package to Dr. Kim for [the ad-
ministration] to review and make 
edits accordingly. We think of that 
as a living document. We have 
made a number of assumptions, 
however, that need to be reviewed 
by the college.
You’ve spoken openly about hop-
ing to be the chosen architects; 
has this turned into a passion 
project?
RT: It’s a passion. I’ve never met 
such a dynamic group of students, 
faculty and staff on any campus. I 
personally did not know that much 
about Columbia. I’d seen it around 
but I didn’t really understand it. I 
want to hang out here all the time.
VA: There are certain projects that 
bubble to the top, I’d say the Co-
lumbia project [did that].
GW: It is also really rewarding to 
work with this group. There is a defi-
nite need for this space and to work 
on a project where you are filling a 
void for students is much more re-
warding than when you are just 
churning out another dorm space. 
That’s another reason we are so 
passionate. We see you need that 
space here and it would be so re-
warding to fill that need.
» G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
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is beautiful yet doomed to fail-
ure, the audience is given a series 
of clichéd proclamations about 
the affinity between genius and 
madness. In one instance, the 
sugary-sweet rhetoric is comple-
mented by montages of Marco and 
Carla walking through the forest 
together and writing poetry. This 
hackneyed treatment reduces the 
film’s impact. Quitting one’s day 
job and hanging out in the forest 
hardly qualifies as credentials to 
be the next Lord Byron. This could 
also be seen as a commentary on 
the discrepancy between Marco 
and Carla’s grandiose fantasy and 
the reality of their situation.
“Touched with Fire” explores a 
divide in perceptions. However, 
while the film was an entertaining, 
offbeat romance, it left me desir-
ing more from the two leads.  The 
intensity and complexity of their 
relationship offered a very inter-
esting intellectual prospect to me, 
yet it was pushed aside in favor of a 
paint-by-numbers romance.
ARTS & CULTURE
‘Touched with Fire’ remains lukewarm
“Touched With Fire” is director Paul 
Dalio’s first feature-length film.
anxiety and at least one collapse 
into crippling depression for the 
two, it seemed as if these situations 
were precipitated by the rejection 
and stigma the two faced for their 
heightened sensitivity—an entirely 
undervalued trait.
The director makes certain 
the audience feels the same 
frustration as Marco and Carla do 
that others cannot see how beau-
tiful their world is.  The problem 
with this treatment is that the 
complexity of bipolar disorder is 
oversimplified and even glossed 
over. Aside from a shocking reve-
lation that comes late in the second 
act, the deeply tragic reality of the 
condition is hardly examined. 
Instead of a multifaceted 
examination of a romance that 
“TOUCHED WITH FIRE,” written and 
directed by Paul Dalio, is named 
after psychologist Kay Redfield 
Jamison’s book that examines the 
connection between bipolar disor-
der and artistic creativity. In the 
same vein, the film follows Marco 
(Luke Kirby) and Carla (Katie 
Holmes), two bipolar poets who 
meet while hospitalized and fall 
in love.
Marco calls himself “Luna,” 
and he’s quick to christen Carla 
“Sol.” This astrological symbolism 
is prevalent throughout the film, 
which is divided episodically with 
each segment bearing the name of 
a season. This quirky structure is 
fun and effective in complementing 
the natural harmony which Marco 
and Carlo see in their relationship.
Like many creatives, the couple 
has imaginations that are too fer-
tile to consider their meeting a mere 
coincidence. They see themselves 
as two interstellar bodies whose 
intersecting revolutions can only 
be divinely ordained—a beautiful 
conceit that anyone who has ever 
been in love can understand.
While the audience sees the part-
nership as a joyous union, Marco 
and Carla’s doctors and family 
members repeatedly declare their 
relationship to be damaging, vola-
tile and unhealthy.  It’s refreshing 
that “Touched with Fire” is so 
willing to examine its characters’ 
suffering, not as a result of their 
illness itself, but as a reaction to 
a society that does not value their 
unique constitutions.
Throughout the film, I kept won-
dering what it was about Marco and 
Carla that convinced the others 
they were unwell.
While there were several 
moments of trembling, paranoid 
» JAKE MILLER 
FILM CRITIC
»EPK.TV
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WhiskeyTangoFoxtrotTheMovie.com
Screening passes valid strictly for Columbia College Chicago 
students with a valid student ID, staff, and faculty only and are 
distributed at the discretion of the promotional partner. Those 
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where prohibited or restricted by law. Please refer to screening 
passes for all other restrictions. Paramount Pictures, all promo 
partners and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability 
in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection 
with use of a ticket. Participating sponsors, their employees & 
family members and their agencies are not eligible. 
This film is not yet rated.
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Punk Rock Monday
$1 Beer, $2 Beam, Free Pool
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& Ring Of Fire The Musical
DJ Michael Goodman
Thur 3/3 - DJ Vinyl Richie spins Lou Reed’s Birthday
Deli. I work with local vendors 
around who are starting up, 
like Sullivan’s barbecue sauce. 
[The creator] is a South Side 
Chicagoan, and he approached 
me about getting it in [the boxes], 
and it’s a big hit. There’s a lot 
of Chicago f lag and 
sports stuff, too. 
Everybody 
likes the big 
Chicago f lag. 
That’s the one 
I usually ship in 
about every box.
How far have you shipped 
a gift box?
I think it’s cool when I ship to 
A laska and Hawaii because 
they just seem so far out there. I 
have also sent [boxes] to places 
including Germany, London, 
France, Spain, and I have a cou-
ple inquiries right now to send 
to Australia. It’s cool to see that 
these boxes are going every-
where in the world.
love yo’ self
FAIR & FASHION SHOW
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 24
CONAWAY CENTER, 1104 S. WABASH
7:00PM - 9:00PM
FCWL brings you a fashion show, fair, party, where you can take a moment and 
be proud of all the positive things about being you. And there’s plenty!
Join us at the Conaway featuring your RUNWAY with an emphasis on confidence 
and support for one another. Music, snacks and activities to be featured along 
with the “walk.” Here’s a chance to stress the importance of loving oneself so 
that in turn we can continue to be a force for good around those who WE love. 
See how it all comes full circle!?
***Are you up for being one of our models? Visit: colum.edu/stuact for 
more info.***
Love for yourself, love for others, love for what you do! FCWL: a campus wide 
celebration of love!
Check out #ccclove for updates on these campus events!
ARTS & CULTURE
GETTING A CARE package in the 
mail is always a nice surprise, but 
most probably do not include 
Chicago delicacies 
l i ke V ien n a 
Beef giardiniera, 
Jay ’s  Pot a t o 
Chips, a Manny’s 
Deli Snack, or a 
large Chicago flag and 
Blackhawks gear.
Last spring, Marty 
Groark founded the com-
pany Chicago Gift Box to 
send Chicago edible and 
sports essentials to people 
outside the city. 
The boxes come in three sizes 
containing three, five or 10 cus-
tomizable products and can be 
shipped within the U.S. or inter-
nationally, for an additional fee.
» ZOË EITEL 
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
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The Chronicle spoke with 
Groark about the inspiration 
behind Chicago Gift Box, the 
most popular products and the 
farthest places boxes have 
been shipped to.
THE CHRONICLE: 
W h a t  i n s p i r e d 
Chicago Gift Box?
MARTY GROARK: I 
had friends and fam-
ily in Florida who 
wanted some food 
they couldn’t 
get [outside 
Chicago]. I 
thought, “Maybe 
there is an opportunity 
to send Chicago flavors any-
where.” I looked into it a little and 
thought people would want to 
send [the products] as a big gift 
package. It seemed easier to pack 
everything in one big box, so I just 
» Z
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Chicagoan boxes up city
 zeitel@chroniclemail.com
made a website and started 
packing boxes. 
How did the 
boxes become 
popular?
I started when the 
Blackhawks were mak-
ing their playoff push, 
and I was able to piggyback 
on that. Once I got the sports mem-
orabilia in the boxes, it helped that 
the Blackhawks were so success-
ful because I think people around 
the country wanted to share in the 
celebration that was going on in 
Chicago, and [the boxes] were a 
good way to do that. They buy a 
big box of Chicago food and some 
cool Blackhawks stuff and get it 
shipped right to their front door. 
People could send their own gift 
boxes, but it’s a lot more conve-
nient to just plug it in online, hit 
enter and the get the box shipped.
How did you choose which 
products would be options for 
the boxes?
Some of [the products] 
are the more well-
known brands 
like Ma nny ’s 
Deli and Vienna 
Beef. Those were 
the big names and 
easy choices. For some 
of the other foods that are 
in there, I just looked into the 
history of the city and some of 
the products that have come out 
of here. I remembered Tootsie 
Roll was a Chicago thing, and I 
found that Andes Mints were 
originally Andes Candies here in 
Chicago. It was a combination of 
brand recognition and associating 
with Chicago, but also the tastes I 
always remembered [growing up 
in Chicago].
What are some of the most 
popular items?
Definitely the big names like Jays, 
O-Ke-Doke popcorn, Vienna 
Beef giardiniera and Manny’s 
The first will focus on Bowie’s 
work from the ‘70s, and the sec-
ond will highlight work from his 
early ‘80s era.
“David Bowie is a major influence 
on modern popular culture, and 
dancing on our show is a way to 
celebrate this giant whose shoul-
ders we all stand on,” Park said.
WWW.777SOUTHSTATE.COM                                                                  2 EAST 8TH STREET                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                  CHICAGO, IL 60605
Lease at 777 South State for the Best Rates Around  
Call 312-939-7000 or stop by Today  
GET A NEW LEASE ON  LIFE
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‘Chic-A-Go-Go’ honors 
Bowie with dance party
they feel for almost any other 
musician,” Austen said. “That’s 
what parents are most excited for, 
to have their kids feel something 
about David Bowie.”
The event also attracted the 
attention of other artists, includ-
ing Kaara Kallen, co-founder 
and performer in The Revelettes, 
a local go-go dance troupe based 
out of Chicago.
“We were all so bummed out 
when he died, and when we heard 
about the ‘Chic-A-Go-Go’ tribute, 
we really wanted to be part of it,” 
Kallen said. “They thought we 
would be a great addition.”
The Revelettes, who have per-
formed on the television program 
in the past, will perform two 
Bowie-inspired numbers created 
specifically for the tribute show. 
MOST ORDINARY PEOPLE dream of 
being rock stars. But most rock 
stars dream of being David Bowie.
Bowie, who died Jan. 10, leaves 
behind an out-of-this-world leg-
acy and a tremendous sense of loss 
among his admirers.
Fans and fellow artists, from 
Mick Jagger to a guitar-playing 
astronaut on the International 
Space Station, have paid tribute 
to his life and work by singing his 
songs, sharing memories of him 
and acknowledging his impact on 
their lives.
Mia Park, the host of “Chic-
A-Go-Go,” a public access chil-
dren’s show based on classic dance 
programs like “Soul Train” and 
“American Bandstand,” created 
one such tribute. The show’s first 
“David Bowie Dance Party,” which 
celebrated his work through dance, 
took place Feb. 13.
“David Bowie gave me creative 
permission to be whoever I wanted 
to be and it was surprising and 
sad to me—as it was for the rest 
of the world—that he died,” Park 
said. “We already had a date set for 
Feb. 13, and I told Jake [Austen, the 
show’s creator], ‘We need to make 
this a Bowie tribute. We have to.’”
According to Park, the air dates 
for the two shows have not yet 
been confirmed. Park and Austen 
compiled a playlist of Bowie’s 
music, including original tracks 
and remixes, promoted the event 
through Facebook, where the 
response was so overwhelmingly 
enthusiastic Park added two addi-
tional tapings on the same date.
“People feel a kind of love for 
[Bowie] that’s different than [what] 
» GRETCHEN ADAMS  
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
chronicle@colum.edu
“Chic-A-Go-Go,” a Chicago-based public access television show, paid tribute to David Bowie with a dance party on Feb. 13.
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meCHECK         OUT WHAT FASHION TREND NEEDS TO END?
“Snapbacks.”
Sydney Foltz 
sophomore theatre major
“Sparkly UGGs.”
Jackie Murray 
freshman journalism major
“Bootcut jeans.”
Caitlyn Clear 
sophomore television major
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downtownapartmentcompany.com
(708) 772-3929
rent@downtownloop.com
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How the process works:
-You contact us
-We nd out exactly what you’re looking for
-We send you options and schedule your appointments
-One of our knowledgeable agents will accompany you to each building
-You chose the perfect downtown apartment
-All at no cost
» MARIA CARDONA/CHRONICLE
ARTS & CULTURE
Recipe » LOU FOGLIA/CHRONICLE
»grady flanary 
COPY EDITOR
6 ripe bananas
2/3 cup vegetable oil
1 cup and 2 tablespoons dark 
brown sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon rum extract
2 eggs
1/3 cup buttermilk
1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1 teaspoon baking powder
1/4 teaspoon salt
1. Preheat oven to 355 degrees 
Fahrenheit.
2. Mash 5 1/2 of the bananas well. 
3. Mix oil, sugar, extracts, eggs 
and buttermilk in a bowl. Add 
mashed banana.
4. Mix flour, baking powder, bak-
ing soda and salt in a separate 
bowl. Add to the banana mixture.
5. Once combined, pour into a 
greased 9-by-5 bread pan.  
6. Bake in oven for approximately 
1 hour or when toothpick comes 
out clean.
gflanary@chroniclemail.com
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DIRECTIONS:
INGREDIENTS:
ba
nana bread
Ah, bananas: Noblest of all fruits. Whether they are in banana 
cream  pies or bananas Foster, 
I am bananas for bananas. 
However, no banana dish holds 
up quite as well as banana 
bread does for me. I can’t tell 
exactly what it is about banana 
bread that appeals to me. 
Perhaps it is the weightiness of 
the slices, or the distinct way that 
it crumbles when you bite into 
it. Either way, banana bread has 
been a favorite of mine for a long 
while, and through a bit of experi-
menting in terms of cooking times 
and pan sizes, I’ve finally found a 
recipe that I’m loyal to.
Now it’s time for you to seize the 
opportunity to celebrate National 
Banana Bread Day, Feb. 23, with 
this delicious loaf.
This recipe is no frills—no wal-
nut, no chocolate, no peanut butter 
frosting—but as far as a simple rec-
ipe goes, this one’s definitely got 
you covered.
ba
nan
a bread
big mouth
PRETTY N’ PUNK EDITION
Come join us as we celebrate and share love in a punk rock way. 
Bring your friends to SPB’s monthly Big Mouth and enjoy some 
sweet treats and performances as we all rock out and remember to 
love ourselves and each other.
Love for yourself, love for others, love for what you do! FCWL: a 
campus wide celebration of love!
For more information about From Columbia, With Love. events visit: 
colum.edu/stuact and check out 
#ccclove for updates on these campus events!
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 25
CONAWAY CENTER, 1104 S. WABASH
DOORS + SIGN UPS 6:00PM • EVENT 7:00PM
Video: “Broly Legs: 
The Fighter” 
Blog: “Storytime 
with John”
Mike Begum, known as BrolyLegs, 
is the subject of a short video pub-
lished on the official YouTube page 
of Capcom’s Street Fighter. Broly 
has developed his fighting game 
prowess despite having arthrogry-
posis, a disorder which prevents 
proper limb development. In the 
video, Broly talks about entering 
the fighting game community and 
overcoming the expectations others 
may set for disabled players.
If you are in need a mood lifter or 
want to read to a great kneeslapper 
joke, check out “Storytime with 
John.” John Taggart is a comedy 
writer from England, but you’ll 
hardly ever find him at home. 
Taggart travels the world and 
records his experiences using GIFs 
to narrate. He makes sure to cover 
all of his awkward, shocking and 
hilarious moments. 
Edgy pop: 
“Can we get this to really pop? Just add 
some edge to it.” Nobody knows what 
this means.  You don’t know what this 
means. Stop. 
Expert’s Opinion: 
“My cousin is really good with com-
puters like Microsoft paint and all that 
stuff you use. One time he built this su-
per dope Lego castle you could say he’s 
got a real knack for design. I’ll forward 
him your designs and get his feedback 
on this.” Can you pay me in in bitcoin? 
My hitman only accepts bitcoin.
Exposure: 
“You’re about halfway done, right? 
Now’s probably a good time to tell you 
I won’t be paying you, but you have my 
permission to use this in your portfolio. 
It’ll be great exposure for you.” Would 
you go to a restaurant and tell them 
giving you a free sandwich will be great 
exposure for them because everyone 
will see you enjoying it? No, there is no 
such thing as a free sandwich.
Bigger:
“What’s all this blank space? Let’s use 
it to make the logo bigger, like 10 times 
bigger. Yeah, now it really pops!” This 
is called white space, and it’s import-
ant. Your logo is perfect where it is—
trust your designer. 
Touching: 
“What if we add one of those funny 
‘Keep Calm and Do Crossfit’ posters 
right over here?” DO. NOT. TOUCH. 
MY.  SCREEN. 
» MITCH STOMNER
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Cafecito: 
If you are looking for a quick pick-me-
up, head over to Cafecito and get a Cafe 
Con Leche. It’s a simple blend of Cuban 
espresso and milk with a teaspoon of 
sugar.  This magical espresso is my go-to 
for my midday crash.
The Wormhole: 
Even if you aren’t a coffee drinker, this is 
still a place you need to check out.  It’s an 
‘80s themed coffee shop, complete with 
“Ghostbusters” posters and Doc Browns’ 
DeLorean from “Back to the Future”—
not to mention some pretty comfortable 
couches. 
Stan’s Donuts and Coffee: 
Anyone who knows me knows I am ob-
sessed with Stan’s. You can grab a cup 
of Intelligentsia Coffee and have some 
amazing doughnuts while you’re at it. It’s 
a win-win situation!
Brü Chicago:
If you are lactose intolerant, gluten-sen-
sitive or vegan, this place is a godsend. 
Brü offers many options to suit each 
customer’s needs along with book-
shelves, cozy seating, and an art gallery, 
making this the perfect place to escape 
and unwind after a long week of work 
and school.
Filter Cafe:
Need a place to do homework?  This is 
the place to go.  It’s a massive cafe filled 
with couches and armchairs so you can 
comfortably get some work done.  They 
serve coffee in unique mugs that make 
you feel right at home.
» SARAH IMPOLA
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Coffee: 
I have no problems admitting that I have 
an addiction to coffee. But I do have a 
problem with the headaches I get if I 
don’t have any. As a result, I take time in 
the morning to make coffee and usually 
stop somewhere during the day for an-
other cup—even if it means I might be a 
few minutes late to my next class.
Concerts: 
My parents took me to my first concert 
when I was in fifth grade. Since then, 
I’ve been hooked on the experience of 
live music and being in the same room as 
my favorite artists. I may lose sleep and 
stress over the work I need to get done, 
but the experience is well worth it.
Talking to my sister: 
My sister is thirteen and we didn’t be-
come really close until I moved away for 
college. We text and Snapchat daily and 
whenever a rare free moment arises, I 
give her a call.
Netflix bingewatching: 
Regardless of how much homework 
I have, I always seem to find time to 
squeeze in a few hours of whatever show 
I’m watching. I have enough self control 
that this doesn’t happen every day, but 
definitely a few times a week.
Random drives: 
Whenever my best friend and I are home, 
we always make time to take a drive to-
gether. Whether it’s a trip to the grocery 
store, or an aimless cruise at 10 p.m., I’ll 
drop whatever I’m doing to hop in the car 
with her and blast some music.
» ZOË HAWORTH
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
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ARTS & CULTURE
reviews
“SOMEBODY ELSE” 
BY THE 1975
“STACK”
“KENDALL & KYLIE” 
The new game I recently downloaded, 
“Stack,” is basically like that game peo-
ple played at arcades growing up where 
you have to time yourself stacking 
blocks. However, this digital version is 
much more annoying. It’s a game that 
is impossible to win  and people can 
waste a lot of their valuable time trying 
to beat their high score, which is not 
worth it.
I’m a big fan of the Jenner sisters and 
was very excited when I saw they would 
have their own version of the “Kim 
Kardashian: Hollywood” game. So far, 
I’ve created my character and met the 
sisters, which was fun, but then my 
game froze. I’m not too far in, so losing 
my progress wouldn’t be awful, but I’m 
a little disappointed. The game itself 
is fun, though, especially for someone 
who played too much “Sims” as a kid.
APP
APP
» MCKAYLA BRAID 
METRO EDITOR
» ZOË EITEL 
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
“DEADPOOL”
ADELE’S GRAMMY 
PERFORMANCE
As someone with a limited knowledge 
of action films, I was not really sure 
what to expect when I went to go see 
“Deadpool.” I thought I would be get-
ting myself into a storyline I would 
have trouble following. I have to say 
Deadpool was pretty funny and enjoy-
able to watch. The constant fourth wall 
breaking and self-aware side notes 
were a fitting break from the typical. 
Adele, why must you make me cry? At 
the 58th Grammy Awards, Adele sang 
the ballad, “All I Ask” off her recent al-
bum 25. Her mic apparently went biz-
erk for a few moments, but I was so en-
tranced by her that I didn’t even notice. 
She captivated me in a way she never 
has before, merely because she was live 
and singing her heart out to the man 
she wished she could be just a little bit 
more than friends with. 
SCREEN
SCREEN
» CAROLYN BRADLEY 
CAMPUS REPORTER
» GRETCHEN STERBA 
ARTS & CULTURE REPORTER
“IS THE IS ARE” 
BY DIIV 
Diiv, the indie rock outfit, released their 
follow up to their very well received 
debut album, Oshin riding a similar 
wave that went straight to my heart. 
The band brings a much more adven-
turous composition to their double al-
bum making it a much more bright and 
memorable experience from beginning 
to end. It is easily my favorite album of 
2016 so far.
The 1975’s latest single “Somebody 
Else,” released Feb. 15, stands out 
among  the other tracks they have re-
leased for their upcoming album I 
Like It When You Sleep, for You Are So 
Beautiful Yet So Unaware of It. While it 
maintains the classic ‘80s pop, synthe-
sizer sounds, the band slowed this one 
down, creating a haunting tone. The al-
bum is set to release on Feb. 26 and this 
song adds to my anticipation. 
MUSIC
MUSIC
» ALEXANDER AGHAYERE 
SENIOR GRAPHIC DESIGNER
» ZOE HAWORTH 
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
LUPE FIASCO 
BEATING DAIGO
JIMMY FALLON 
REUNITES WITH “FULL 
HOUSE” AS DONALD TRUMP
As a longtime fan of  “Full House” and 
longtime hater of Donald Trump,  put-
ting the two together for a comedy skit 
is a great combination. Fallon poses as 
Trump in Michelle’s bedroom to learn 
the family-friendly message that you 
can’t always be a winner. The not-
so-subtle “Full House” catchphrases 
and the political comments teasing 
Trump sprinkled throughout the skit 
are enough to tickle me pink.
I’m sure Lupe Fiasco is fine at fighting 
games, but no matter how good he may 
be, he is not Daigo Umehara. When 
Lupe had called out Daigo, saying he 
could beat the man known as “The 
Beast,” I chuckled. However,  he  beat 
Daigo 3–2 in “Street Fighter V.” I don’t 
know if it was rigged, if Daigo was jet-
lagged or he was going easy, but no 
matter what, it’s a win I distrust.
RANDOM
RANDOM
» GRADY FLANARY 
COPY EDITOR
» KATLYN TOLLY 
COPY EDITOR
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Rauner chooses lottery 
winners over students
Illinois has been without a function-ing state budget since July 1, 2015, and as a result, many state-funded 
program recipients have suffered.
One such program is the Monetary 
Award Program, which provides grants 
for Illinois residents who demonstrate 
financial need and are attending Illinois-
approved colleges, according to the 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission.
As such, students have been unable 
to receive the grants they were prom-
ised, which has led Illinois Democrats 
to pass legislation Jan. 28 that would 
pay for students’ grants, according to 
a Jan. 28 Chicago Tribune article. 
A move like this from the Illinois 
government is not unprecedented. After 
all, the state was able to push through 
legislation to pay Illinois lottery winners 
Climate change is one of today’s most urgent and far-reaching issues. President Barack Obama 
has addressed it through his Clean Power 
Plan, which was announced June 2, 2014. 
The plan is designed to reduce carbon 
emissions from power plants and expand 
the clean energy economy, but, unlike 
other proposed solutions such as a tax 
on the carbon content of fuels, it does 
not require congressional approval as 
it alters existing regulations instead of 
requiring passage of new legislation.
The question of whether the plan 
oversteps the boundaries of the EPA’s 
regulatory authority will be decided by 
despite the state budget crisis, accord-
ing to a Jan. 21 CNN Money article.
However, it appears unlikely the state 
will pay for MAP grants because Gov. 
Bruce Rauner has promised he will 
veto the legislation when it arrives at 
his desk, the Tribune article stated.
Aside from insulting higher education 
and its value, the proposed veto is made 
incredibly ironic in that the Illinois 
Lottery is a large contributor to Illinois’ 
Common Schools Fund, according to 
the Illinois State Lottery’s website.
Because of the state’s failure to fund 
MAP grants for the 2015–2016 aca-
demic year, Illinois colleges have begun 
addressing the issue on their own. 
The University of Illinois will cover 
the cost of students’ MAP grants, 
according to a Jan. 22 article from 
the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals this 
year, but in an unprecedented move, the 
Supreme Court, by 5-4 vote, reversed 
the appellate court and prevented the 
regulations from going into effect. The 
regulations are controversial because they 
require states to submit plans to reduce 
emissions and fossil fuel use to the EPA.  
Conservatives claim the power to regulate 
state energy economies is reserved to state 
governments while liberals disagree. 
The lawsuit was brought by a coalition 
of 27 states plus business and private 
groups that object to the mandate to 
reduce carbon dioxide emissions to 30 
percent below 2005 levels by 2030. 
The News-Gazette. Smaller colleges, 
like the College of Lake County and 
Oakton Community College, are also 
covering MAP grant costs. Colleges 
will be seeking reimbursement from 
the state, but several said they will 
seek reimbursement from students 
if the state does not reimburse them, 
according to a Daily Herald article. 
On Feb. 10, Columbia emailed 
students who normally receive 
MAP grants stating that the col-
lege will disburse MAP grants to 
students that usually receive them 
for the 2015–2016 academic year.
While this step is appreciated by stu-
dents that rely on MAP grant funding to 
attend college, Columbia should not have 
to take on the burden of assuming the 
state’s obligations, especially when the 
college is combating declining enroll-
ment and dealing with reduced income.
It is unfair that colleges have to take 
on this added financial burden to keep 
students at their schools, especially 
when it is uncertain whether colleges 
will be reimbursed when the state 
has a functioning budget again.
While some colleges can afford to pay 
for MAP grants, others cannot. Many 
students can’t afford to attend college 
without MAP grants but it is unrealistic 
Just days after the plaintiffs won 
their injunction, Justice Antonin 
Scalia died Feb. 13, leaving the fate of 
the plan more uncertain than before. 
Scalia was part of the conservative 
majority that blocked implementation 
of the regulations and would likely have 
declared them unconstitutional.
If the regulation goes to the Supreme 
Court for review prior to the naming 
of a new justice, the decision will likely 
be 4-4, which means the D.C. Court of 
Appeals decision will remain in place.  
Many think the D.C. court will uphold 
the plan because it refused to grant an 
injunction preventing the plan’s operation. 
If that scenario holds, the imple-
mentation of the plan will be delayed 
for at least a year despite the President 
having signed a treaty in Paris in 
December 2015 pledging to reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions. The U.S. has 
a responsibility as a world superpower 
to expect colleges that are already 
dealing with financial challenges to 
subsidize these students indefinitely. 
While students have advocated for 
MAP grant funding for months, colleges 
have more political and lobbying power.  
Now that colleges want to be reimbursed 
and get back MAP grant funding, they 
will probably come to the forefront 
and be more aggressive in the fight to 
get state MAP grant funding again. 
With more lobbying power behind 
the fight for MAP grant funding, per-
haps there will be a solution in the 
near future, but Rauner’s behavior 
in this situation shows his pattern 
of neglect for higher education and 
education in general. An investment 
in higher education is an investment 
in the future and through his lack of 
support for higher education, Rauner 
shows that he is not thinking about 
the future of Illinois and its citizens. 
When college students in Illinois 
have a better chance of getting money 
to pay tuition through the lottery than 
through a state-guaranteed grant 
program, it is clear that state priorities 
are out of whack. Rauner has failed 
Illinois college students and seem-
ingly does not value higher education 
or see it as a priority for Illinois.
to take every possible action to reduce 
carbon emissions and contributions to 
global warming.  It is unfortunate that 
the president has to use his executive 
authority to bring about outcomes that 
the scientific community agrees are 
imperative but which a Republican-
majority Congress denies are necessary.
The lead state on the case against 
the EPA is West Virginia, and some of 
West Virginia’s top industries include 
energy and chemical and automotive 
manufacturing. It is understandable why 
states like West Virginia that rely on 
industries like these would object to these 
regulations, but these states will have 
to face the reality of climate change and 
their contributions to it at some point. 
Any action would be better than 
no action at all, which is what is cur-
rently happening.  Politics—either 
in the Court or in Congress—should 
never deny scientific realities.
editorial
Environmental issues 
should not be politicized 
editorial
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‘Transphobic’ 
Rebel Wilson joke 
misunderstood
Comedian Rebel Wilson has recently been under fire for jokes she told during the 
2016 British Academy Film Awards 
on Feb. 14, which some viewers 
have perceived as transphobic.
While presenting the award for “Best 
Supporting Actor,” Wilson addressed 
the diversity controversy plaguing 
this year’s Oscars ceremony with a 
slew of jokes mocking the situation.
“I’ve never been invited to the Oscars 
before because, as you know, they are 
racists,” Wilson said. “But the [British 
Academy of Film and Television Arts] 
has diverse members, and that’s what 
we all want to see in life, isn’t it?”
Wilson then expressed her hopes of 
winning a BAFTA some day, saying 
that she’s been practicing her “trans-
gendered face,” before delivering a 
sultry facial expression to the camera.
People quickly took to Twitter and 
similar outlets to express frustrations 
with the jokes, including famed media 
personality Tyler Ford, who identifies 
as queer transgender and tweeted at the 
comedian, “How convenient [...] I’ve been 
practicing my cisgender face [too] so I don’t 
get harassed [and] assaulted in public!”
What do you 
think of Columbia 
funding students’ 
MAP grants?
student poll
commentary
sydney richards  
Freshman theatre major
“That is really great of Columbia. 
Anything helps [to pay for tuition].” nick shinners  
Freshman television 
major 
“It is good that Columbia is paying for 
them, but it kind of makes you wonder 
where that money is coming from.” 
richard abbott 
Sophomore audio arts & 
acoustics major 
“It seems like a reasonable thing to do. 
Columbia is a pretty expensive school” 
Viewers are justified in initially taking 
offense to Wilson’s joke. The lighthearted 
quip showed a lack of awareness of the true 
hardships endured by transgender people. 
Additionally, the term “trans face” is highly 
insensitive, and “transgendered” is an 
outdated term that shows a lack of knowl-
edge about the transgender community.
However, it seems unlikely Wilson 
intended to make the joke at the 
expense of transgender people. Rather, 
it seemed to be a jab at the cisgender 
actor Eddie Redmayne’s nomination 
for his portrayal of a transgender char-
acter in “The Danish Girl.” Cisgender 
actors often receive high praise for their 
portrayals of transgender characters 
while transgender actors rarely receive 
recognition or are cast for these roles. 
Jared Leto’s portrayal of a transgender 
character in “Dallas Buyers Club” won 
him an Oscar. Jeffrey Tambor’s portrayal 
of a transgender character in TV show 
“Transparent” has also been met with 
 jwittich@chroniclemail.com
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POLITICAL CARTOON critical acclaim. Yet the transgender cast 
members of “Tangerine,” an indie film that 
dominated critics’ year-end lists of 2015 
and had a heavy promotional campaign 
aimed at earning nominations for the 
transgender actors, failed to receive the 
same attention at award ceremonies.
Wilson’s use of the terms “transgen-
dered” and “trans face” seemed to parody 
the ignorance that most people have 
about what it means to be transgender 
and what the transgender experience is. 
It seems that Wilson was instead 
trying to support transgender people 
by highlighting a systemic issue in the 
entertainment industry that affects 
transgender actors, but her delivery 
and her cisgender status may have 
caused people to be offended by what 
she said and instead distracted viewers 
from the comedian’s true intention. 
Despite a rocky delivery, bringing 
attention to this issue is beneficial to the 
transgender community and to those less 
educated on the transgender experience by 
bringing the conversation to the forefront 
of such a widely publicized award show.  
Cisgender actors often receive high praise for their 
portrayals of transgender characters while transgender 
actors rarely receive recognition or are cast in these roles.
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Bernie Sanders, Hillary Clinton 
make their mark on Chicago
DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL RIVALS Bernie 
Sanders and Hillary Clinton brought their 
campaigns to Chicago Feb. 17.
While Sanders did not attend the open-
ing of his campaign office in the South 
Loop, 600 W. Roosevelt Road, Cook County 
Commissioner Jesús “Chuy” García attended 
and spoke with volunteers and supporters 
of Sanders.
“We don’t have money in the bank to send 
[my grandchildren] to college—my son, his 
wife, [her] parents don’t have the money 
saved up so they can go to college—but if 
Bernie Sanders becomes president, then 
public colleges and universities will be free,” 
García said.
García, who ran against Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel in last year’s mayoral election, told 
the crowd of volunteers and supporters why 
he is campaigning for Sanders.
“Taking our country back. It’s about making 
democracy something that people can really 
relate to, removing the big money and sharing 
a vision that says there can be prosperity for 
everyone who wants to make an honest liv-
ing—that’s why we’re here supporting Bernie 
Sanders,” Garcia said. 
Clinton campaigned at the Parkway 
Ballroom, 4455 S. Martin Luther King Drive, 
in the Bronzeville area with the mother of 
Sandra Bland, a Naperville woman who was 
found hanging in her jail cell after being 
arrested in Texas.
According to Caroline Bye, a University of 
Chicago student in charge of the organizing 
team for student engagement for UChicago 
Students for Hillary, Clinton touched on 
many key issues in her speech ranging from 
gun violence to education.
“She also touched on issues that influence 
everyday Americans, whether it’s gender 
inequality, college tuition [or] possibilities 
for federal funding,” Bye said. “She is the 
most qualified candidate to run our country 
and, given the opportunity, she would do a 
wonderful job.”
Clem Balanoff, state director for Sanders’ 
campaign, said plans are underway to open 
more campaign offices in Illinois.
“This is Hillary’s home state, so we have 
our work cut out for us, but we are going to be 
reaching out to every voter across the state 
of Illinois and bringing Bernie’s message to 
them whether it’s over the phone [or] knock-
ing on doors,” Balanoff said.
Balanoff said there are some paid staff 
members at the office, but most of the people 
are working as volunteers.
Cady Mattson, a volunteer at the office, 
said she supports Sanders because he is 
a candidate who represents her values. 
Mattson said that free college is important 
and that the country needs to invest in 
its own young adults.
Kevin Griffin, a junior public sector 
management major at DePaul University, 
said in a Feb. 18 email that he went out to 
see Clinton speak in Bronzeville and that 
it was a valuable opportunity to hear her 
address plans for tackling issues in the 
black community.
» MCKAYLA BRAID 
METRO EDITOR
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Supporters of Bernie Sanders went to the opening of his campaign office in the South Loop on Feb. 17.
Hillary Clinton spoke to Chicagoans about reforms in Bronzeville on Feb. 17.
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Domestic violence shelter opens, 
provides South Side refuge
Rebecca Darr, CEO of the 
WINGS program, said the partner-
ship was “meant to be” because she 
and Foreman both had the vision to 
design the building’s first floor as a 
retail space to help fund the second 
floor’s housing area.
The building’s 40 beds provide 
temporary housing spaces fam-
ilies can stay in for a maximum 
of 120 days as well as three 
two-bedroom apart-
ments for longer 
stays, Darr said. 
As people have 
already begun 
to move in, 
Darr said the 
organization 
is on its way 
to reaching its goal 
of helping 100 people 
within the first year 
through housing opportuni-
ties as well as programs that ben-
efit residents through economic 
empowerment and job training.
The Metropolitan Family 
Services Midwest and Southwest 
Chicago Centers will be conducting 
» SARAH IMPOLA/CHRONICLE
programming for the children and 
their parents at the center, according 
to executive director Laurie Sedio. 
She added that the building’s suite-
style housing provides opportunities 
for families of varying sizes as well 
as male children over age 12, some-
thing shelters often do not allow.
“We wanted it to be state of 
the art [and] a place people 
could go, 
be safe 
and in 
a won-
derful place 
t hat w i l l 
give them 
t he b e s t 
chances and 
oppor t un i-
ties for heal-
ing the trauma 
that they’re com-
ing from when they go 
through our doors,” Darr said.
Darr said WINGS currently has 
a shelter in the Northwest suburbs, 
but she wanted an additional city 
location. She said Chicago’s South 
Side currently does not have a 
shelter despite a large volume of 
calls reporting domestic violence.
WINGS Metro is the fifth domes-
tic violence shelter in Chicago and 
one of the only South Side locations, 
according to Gwyn Kaitis, director 
of the Illinois Domestic Violence 
Hotline with the Chicago Battered 
Women’s Network. 
Before the Feb. 14 opening, 
Chicago only had 112 beds available 
for domestic violence victims seek-
ing refuge, Kaitis said. However, her 
organization received 461 requests 
for shelter last month.
“I can’t tell you how many times 
victims call here and ask for shel-
ter, and there’s literally nothing 
available,” Kaitis said. “They have 
nowhere to go, and a lot of victims 
end up staying  with the abuser. 
We hear a lot about people saying, 
‘Why doesn’t she just leave?’ The 
problem is [that] there really isn’t 
a place for her to go. There’s not a 
safe place. This is something that’s 
so needed. We need more, but I’m 
glad we have this.” 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS on 
the South Side now have access 
to nearby help from a two-story, 
40-bed shelter that opened Feb. 14 .
The shelter is funded by the 
city as well as community and 
nonprofit organizations. 
WINGS Metro, which is at an 
undisclosed location to ensure the 
safety of its clients, is 18,000 square 
feet and expected to increase the 
city’s capacity to serve families 
affected by domestic violence by 
35 percent, according to a Feb. 11 
press release from Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel’s office. 
The WINGS program, a nonprofit 
based in Palatine, Illinois, special-
izes in helping domestic violence vic-
tims and partnered with the mayor, 
Metropolitan Family Services and 
the Greater Southwest Development 
Corporation for this project.
After the city received a $1.8 
million settlement in a lawsuit 
against VIP’s Gentlemen’s Club 
in the Clybourn Corridor in 2013, 
Emanuel announced his intention 
to use the funds to finance a new 
domestic violence shelter and urged 
community leaders to submit pro-
posals to build the space. 
Ghian Foreman, the executive 
director of the Greater Southwest 
Development Corporation, said he 
was interested in taking on the proj-
ect and proposed a jointly funded 
building on city-owned land.
Foreman views the facility as an 
asset to its neighborhood.
“We’re hoping the families will 
look at this neighborhood as not 
only a temporary refuge place, but 
as a place they can take a look [at] 
and say, ‘I like this neighborhood,’” 
Foreman said. “There [are] a lot 
of things in the neighborhood for 
growing families.”
»  MEGAN BENNETT 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
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Together, brothers Jesse and Samuel Evans make up the inventive tandem 
behind Ale Syndicate, the brew-
ery making a splash in Chicago’s 
craft beer scene. 
The Chicago-based company, 
which launched in March 2013, 
began brewing in July 2014 at its 
new Logan Square facility, located 
at 2601 W. Diversey Ave. It is a part 
of the Green Exchange campus, a 
hub for sustainable businesses. 
While the brewery is not yet open 
to the public, the company hopes 
to host events and open a taproom 
later this year.
Jesse Evans spoke with The 
Chronicle about launching Ale 
Syndicate, Chicago politics and 
further plans for the company.
THE CHRONICLE: Describe 
the journey of starting a business.
JESSE EVANS: I was born in 
Illinois. I lived in Champaign and 
moved to Chicago. I started out 
working as a newspaper photog-
rapher for the Sun-Times out in 
the suburbs. I got an opportunity 
to work  at a newspaper in Sonoma, 
California. My brother Samuel 
and I ended up falling in love with 
beer-making. We opened up our 
first brewery, called Lucky Hand, 
in Oakland, California. After a 
few years, we decided we wanted 
to come back to Chicago, which 
we really missed, and started the 
process of creating Ale Syndicate.
Why did you want to open a brew-
ery in Chicago?
 I love the process of beer-making. 
I love the fact that it’s the type of 
drink almost anyone can enjoy. 
It’s not elitist; it brings people 
together; people have a good time 
sitting around and drinking beer. I 
couldn’t imagine a better product to 
make that would fulfill those things. 
Is there a lot of competition?
It’s a really open and exciting time 
to [brew]. We don’t focus much on 
Jesse Evans
»  MARTÍN XAVI MACÍAS 
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occupation: Business owner, brewer
neighborhood: Logan Square
competition. It’s more about being 
in a community of beer drinkers.
Why did you choose the name 
“Ale Syndicate?”
I was really interested in the idea of 
people coming together to accom-
plish something. [Our story ] is 
about our entire team; the Green 
Exchange people, the beer drinkers 
[and] the people that volunteer at 
our brewery. That collective action 
makes this a much better place. 
What are the challenges involved 
in opening a tap room?
There are a lot of challenges. The 
biggest challenge around it is 
making space for the taproom. 
Opening up a business where you 
are manufacturing beer has a lot 
of challenges in terms of regula-
tions. There are complications but 
it’s also a really fun process to be in.
We belong  
together
PILL  +  
CONDOM
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What is it like to collaborate with 
Green Exchange?
[It has been] a really cool commu-
nity to be a part of.  They’ve been our 
biggest support through the entire 
creation of the business.
You have a love affair with 
Chicago politics; can Chicago 
politics change for the better? 
Absolutely, Chicago politics can 
change for the better. There are 
a lot of good people working in 
Chicago politics. The New Leaders 
Council is an organization that 
trains young people that might 
not know about politics in the first 
place, to be able to participate, help 
a candidate or become candidates 
themselves. 
Do you plan to run for office?
I do not. [Operating Ale Syndicate] 
is all the fun that I ever want to 
have. I feel it’s more important to 
support the overall process and 
get people to vote and participate. 
Ale Syndicate co-founders and brothers Jesse 
(from left) and Samuel Evans at their Logan 
Square brewery space before it was filled with 
equipment and products. » Courtesy JESSE EVANS
offer expires March 1st, 2016
Call customer service to 
book your appointment
1888-411-8648
Our Locations:
4445 N. Pulaski Street 
Chicago, IL 60631
1605 S. Michigan Ave 
Chicago, IL 60616
1634 E. 53rd Street 
Chicago, IL 60615
$199.00  
ZOOM Whitening
METRO
C o l l e g e  H o u s i n g
•	 Fully	furnished	2	and	3	
bedroom	apartments
•	 Private	bedrooms	available
•	 All	utilities	included	
(Wi-Fi,	cable,	heat,	A/C,	electricity)
•	 FREE	laundry
•	 Starting	at	$849	
per	monthly	installment
•	 Apply	online	at		
theflatsstudenthousing.com
•	 Phone:	312.939.0112	
•	 Email:	theflats@eastwest.edu
Call	today	and	ask	how	you	can	receive	½ month Free.
Discounted	Service	Fee:	Was	$450,	Now only $200!
829	S	Wabash	Ave	Chicago,	IL	60605	
Chinatown monkeys 
around for new year
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TENS OF THOUSANDS of people vis-
ited Chicago’s Chinatown New 
Year Parade Feb. 14 to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year, which 
began Feb. 8.
To ring in the Year of the 
Monkey, floats, giant paper drag-
ons and marching bands flooded 
the streets as the parade traveled 
» PHOTOS BY G-JUN YAM/CHRONICLE
down Wentworth Avenue, start-
ing at 24th Street and ending at 
Cermak Road.
The “Mystical Dragon” for this 
year’s parade was an impressive 
90 feet long. The dragon f lew 
alongside teams performing lion 
dances in costumes and a per-
former dressed as Sun  Wukong, 
the Monkey King from legends.
 zeitel@chroniclemail.com
The Chinatown New 
Year Parade on Feb. 14 
started with a bang, 
kicking off the festivities 
with a firecracker.
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“She was concerned about the 
future of our state and especially 
with the impact Gov. [Bruce] 
Rauner’s anti-union agenda is 
having on college students that 
rely on MAP grants. Hillary is the 
only candidate who seems to get 
the problems minorities face in 
regards to systemic racism, which 
goes far deeper than just income 
inequality,” Griffin said.
Both supporters of Sanders and 
Clinton agree that being informed 
and voting is important, and stu-
dents’ votes count.
“When people tell me they’re not 
voting it’s like they’re telling me 
they couldn’t care less what hap-
pens in this country,” Mattson said.
William Vega, a volunteer at 
Sanders’ campaign office, said 
those who do vote inspire him to 
reach out to people who do not 
vote and inform them of the value 
of their vote.
“I think turning out to vote is how 
we promote democracy and how 
we have our voice heard,” Bye said.
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García spoke at the opening of Bernie Sanders’ 
South Loop campaign office Feb. 17 .
Hillary Clinton was joined by the mother of 
Sandra Bland (right), in Bronzeville on Feb. 17, 
where topics ranged from affordable education 
to gun violence.
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